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1 Tharsday, June 25, -C1l:z
2 --00o0--
3 CHAZRMAN DENIG: Village at Sguaw Vallevw
4 Specifiec Plan, Drat=z Environmental Impact Report, puclics
5| review and comment.
6 Now, I know there's a lot of people that want
7 to comment on this. I can't stress =acugh, 15 what
8 we're talking zkouz i35 the public review and comment on
9 the environmentzl decument, neot 1f it's a good project,
10 had project, whsatever. S0 if you star- getting off
11 track, T'11 probanly tell vou, okay, that's nothing to
12 cdor with the enviroamental document.
13 And also th=r= will only bs thr=e minutes for
14 evervbody to spz2ak, =c make sur= it's ceoncise and
15 complele, and 10 you're gelling up jus. Lo realllrm what
16 Lhe person in [ront ol yvou said, Llal's all vou have Lo
17 =ay becaus=, you kucw, I don'l wanl bLe lLiear Lhe same
18 Lhilng 30 Limes bLoday. I Lhink all of uas are aslule
19 encugh to hear what vou say the first time.
20 So with thzt, I'm geoing to have Alex Fisch go
21 zhead and get starzed.
22 MR. FISCH: Greaz. Thank you, Mr. Chair. Good
23 rorning members of —he conmnission, sveryene n
24 azzendance. I'm ARlez Fisch with the Elacer County
25 Flanning Servicez Division. And zs the <chairman statec,
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1 the purpese of thizs morning's hearing iz teo take public
2 comments on the completeness and accaracy of the Draft
3 =IR analvysis thzt —he county has prspared for the

4 Village at Squsw Valley Specific Plan project.

5 I'_. just go over real brieflv zcme of the

6 hackground on the preject, a little =short presentation

7 on the project dezcoription, and than we'll get into the

8 significant firdings o the analvysis and brief.

]
o

9 We are pres=ntly in the 60-day =nuklic review

10 period that rurs ne-ween May 18th and Julyv 17th. Just a

11 reminder to =varyone, we are only rvr=ceiving comments at
12 this hearing. 21T of vour comments will be respondad to
13 in the Final FTR. Yeocu're certainly welcome to also

14 submit comments in writing, which is preferable. I do
15 Gave Lhe counby's environmenlal sons=alianl on hand

16 Loday, Ascenl Ervircumenla”, Sean Beohla and Gary Jakobs
17 are here. They're “aking noles on cemmenls.  We also

18 gmve a courl rzporter here Laklng stencgraphlc noles of

19 the hearing.

20 And last thing ¢ zemind everyone is 1f vou

21 could also plezse eep vour comm=nts specific to the

22 impact analyses, tae Craft EIR, that will help us move
23 things along today. We're not discussing the merits of
24 the project. We will do fthat at lzter hearings alsco

25 before the Plarring Commission and Ecard of Superviscrs.
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1 Sc up here I have just a brisef liz-ing of the
2 noTiZication process that we followsed for this EIR. I
3 won't go over it in detai.. But ir zaort, we did post
4 nozZice In four rnewspapers. We also did a county press
5 release. MNeotifi=s< all the perscons thas commented on tas
6 No<Tice of Prepsraticn or that let wvs know after that
7 point that they would like to receive anotice of the
8 JraZt EIR.
9 So project loca=zion I think =vervene 1is
10 famillar with, 1= —he comnunity 2f Olyvupic Valley, also
11 known as Squaw Valley, about nin= miles =south of
12 Truckee, saven wiles north of Tahae City.
13 This is th= main project ar=a k=ve, this
14 Bl-acre portior at The west end of the vallev about
15 1.7 mlles or =su 1o [from Stale Roule 33,0 Aboul a Lhircd
16 ul @ mlle in [ron Stale Roule 59 is Lals porbion of Lle
17 plan area, about an d.8-acre pi=ec2 referred Lo as Lhe
18 easl parcel.
19 The plan area ccnsists of a total ¢ just under
20 24 acres. The develcpment lots would primarily be
21 located out here in the parking lots that are existire.
22 Thexe 1s some develcpment In areas taat 1s previously
23 andisturbed, but the majerity of the disturbance would
24 be already disturoed areas.
25 Scne of the rajecr surrounding laad uses that
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1 this project nestc in with include thes existing

2 InTrawest Villzce. We have Squaw Valley Lodge over

3 aere. Red Wolft timeshares. We do have the -- I shoula
4 point this cut for —he commissicon, oy the wavy. We hzave
5 two screens todsy. The Far East Mzintenance Center is
6 the zescort facilities Zor the resort cperzations down

7 nere. This is thes Clympic Villages Ian and the Olyvmpic

8 Village Lodge up here, which is within The project ar=a.

9 Over at th= eas:t parcel, as I said, we're about
10 a mile and a hslf east of the main olan area, a third of
11 a mile ‘n from State Route 689, Major surrounding lard
12 mses include rasiden—-3 on the north and west sides of

13 the east par-=1. We have Squaw Trask coming along the
14 Fack side hers. Thaiz i3 Sguaw Vallsy Read running

15 Lhrough this porticn of Lhe plan arsa.  Squaw Vallay

16 Public Service DisLricl Offices, Tavern Inn condominicns
17 uyer here.

18 Thls 1s Lhe mo=zt recenl 1lluslratbtlve concepl

19 plan for the projscz. As vou c<can s<e, The project 1s

20 civided into twos nmain plan areas witzin the nain

21 village, and thzt is the Village Zonmmercial Core, this
22 area here, and that 1s the higher deusizy portion of tae
23 plan area. Lodzing units are supposed Zo include

24 approximately 517 units, about &80 osedrooms, and

25 220,000 square fszez o total commercial uses includirg
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1 the 90,000 squzr=s fcct Mountain Adventure Center.
2 We also have tahe Village Commercial
3 Neighborhood porticn over here in the northeastern part
4 of the plan ares. That's a lower intensity portion of
5 the plan area. It weould aZso inclucZe condoniniun,
6 ao=els, timeshsrs units, and fractional ownership
7 residential cabins up here on the hills=ide.
8 The plan, p=zrt cf its overall zrcaing concept
9 iz to Zink the 2verall main village area with an opsern
10 space pedestrisn ne-work. You can see elements of that
11 Tinking thronglk here. There is a Tlass 1 trail that
12 goes through tk= nlan area here along the north sids of
13 Segnaw Creek.  Therve are also savaral pedeatrian pathways
14 through the village areas. Th=er='s a centinuation of
15 Class 1 Lrail =long Lhe norlh =side of Squaw Creek over
16 aere n Lhe Villayge Commercial n=lichbcrlhood as well, =uc
17 Lhere would be s=2veral conneclions bte the en’sling
18 recrealional Lrzil nelwork in Lhz rescri area and
19 surrounding arez aund the hillsidss, the mountains that
20 would also be erhanced with the projecc.
21 I shouldn't forget to mention the east parcel
22 land uses would include off-site irtercept parking for
23 emploveess. There's akbeocut 540 parking spaces there, zrca
24 one level of surface parking and ores level of structursc
25 parking above. There wou_d alsce ks a3 Z,000 square foot
GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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1 re-al. mnarket, 5,000 sguare foot shipping and receiving

2 tacility, and semslcyee housing for up to 300 employess.

3 NozZab_.v, the plzn area also includez rezZention <f 3100
4 cay skler parkirng spaces through 3all phases of

5 cevelopnent.

6 This is “ust a close up of the =ast parcel.

7 One of the marcuis elements, so te

8 the plan area is the proposed restoration of
9 Creek. This cr=ek i3 severely impacted by the

10 of this, what's referred to as th= Trapezoidal

11 that was constructed in preparatior fer 1960's wint=r

12 Olympias.

13 And in short, what'a happen=d is the energy

14 that s creat=sd from this straight shcecz of stream has =
15 number of delstesricus adverse lmpachbs downslream [or

16 sedimenl Lranspuorbt and loading and ovverall

17 cuallity. We hzve scme sinllar lssues cver here with bae
18 Olymple channsl on the easl side of Lue plan area. And

19 with restoratior of the creek we would have

20 r

m

21 norpho’_agy, seodinent deposiftion and transport

22 conditions.

23 I should mertion alse that part cf the

24 improvement plzr. for the restoration cf Squaw Creek 1s

25 to imp_ement a linear park along thse creek

speak, of
Squaw
creation

Channel

storation of more natura’ stream hydrolegy and

corridor. I
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1 would menticn included with that iz a public trailhezd
2 zTaging area with flush restrooms znd rparking over hers
3 for Granite Chief and Shir_ey Canyon trailheads. Ther=
4 would be ancther flush restrcocoms anc parking for the
5 oTher Shirlev Tanvon trailhead locztien.
6 This slide just gives vou an orientaticon
7 zhowing —-- the bla<cix boundary, by the way, 1s the
8 ouztline of the plan area. You c¢an oickx that cut from
9 the surrcunding land uses. And y2u'll notice that under
10 the existing Sguaw Valley General Flan Land Use
11 Ordinance th= presonderance of th= olan areas is Villace
12 Comrercial. Tt encempasses about 52 acres of the plan
13 area. We also bave akeout 2.7 acr=s of heavy comm=roial.
14 In tetal ther='s arcund 10 acr=s of 2igh density
15 residential and 25 Lhedroons pe2r acrs and 10 bedroom wer
16 acre capacilies. And Lhe balance ol Lue plan area 1s
17 Lhen made up of lforest recrealiosn and conservalion
18 preserve, and bLlal tctals aboul Z0 acres.
19 This is the uwropcsed plan for the specific plan
20 zoning designations. The two desicnations, Village
21 Commercial Core and YVillage Comm=rcizl Neighhorhood, zre
22 | nrost similar to the Village Commercizl zeoning that the
23 countv already bLzs. It has similar densities and
24 allowances. Ar.d the main differences i35, I guess, under
25 the existing plzn, -—he existing Sguaw Vallev General
GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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['lan versus the crepesed p_oan, i3 that —he existing

zurZace parking lots out here on ths socuth side of Sguaw

Creek would ke spscifical_.v designzted for development
of day skier psrking including that structured parkincg
facililty I noted. There would bese some additional
creaticon of village Zorest recreation and conservatiorn
preserves both over in the far west=srn portion of the
rlan area and =zlong the Sguaw Creek ccrridor. In totzl
there's about zan additicnal 14 azres cf Zorest
recreation and zonszervation pres=rve zoning created
through the projecs- 17 it were approved.

That said, moving on to the main conrse. This
is just a bri=f rundown of the inpactas analyzed in this
=IR, and the skort deszscription of this iz that w=
analyzed everyiliug. The only itam Laat was nol
analyvezed in Lhe EIR 1s agrloullural rescurces because
Lhere are none wilthin the plan ar=z, and so Lhal was
szcoped oul. Bubt, cilerwlse, Lhe sivircumentlal analyslis
rzde a complete analysis of every votenztlial mpact ar=a
for a__ other resource areas.

What I'm go2ing ¢ do s first co through the
rajor findings of the EIR, kind of fccusing on the five
rescurce areas that had significant -- findings of

zignificant and unavcidable impacts even with

application of fezazible mitigation nmeasures. In thers I
GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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1 probab_yv will irclude mention here there of some othesr
2 related impacts tha:t were nitigated tc a less than
3 zignificant level. I"1ll be sure to peint that cut. Ana
4 then we'll just go Z—hrough the balznce oI the rescurcs
5 areas and verv brizsf and kind of give vou a taste of tae
6 inmpact findings and conclusions and the mitigations that
7 the county is prasosing.
8 So the first area of signifizarnt and
9 anavoidakble impacts 15 related to cultaral rescurces.
10 RBs I think everyone knows, the projsct area 1s the sifte
11 nf the 1960 wirt=r Glywpics, whi-h was first in th=
12 I'nited States irn 28 years. Tt was also the first live
13 Freadecast Olympicss.  And the cons=squence of that is that
14 i~ helped fom=rt the rise to a larocese degree of North
15 Pmerican and pzrbiculasly wesl North American skl
16 culture.
17 There were ssveral bulldings bthal were
18 constructed 1o preparalion for Lhe Olymplces. Several of
19 those survive tocay. There's a total cf five within tae
20 plan area, all of which would be rencved, three of then
21 cue to nodificztions to their ar-hiteczure, relocatior,
22 and other issues ce not maintain their histeoric
23 inzZegrity and therefcre they're not eligikle feor listing
24 in the Haticonal Register of Historic EFlaces or the
25 CaliZornia register. Those are ths media <center
GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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building, the recspzion bullding arnz the clock tower
building.

However, thers were two buildirgsz that did
rezZain historic =signiZicance in 3all tecur areas of ths
Zistorlic Asscciaticn of Period Architezture, Asscciatio
with Inmportant Even=s and Fecople. Tha=z was the Nevadsz
Spectators Center, which 1s located ia —he main parking
area out near Fsr Fast Road as vou first enter the
rescrt, and th=r alsoc the Olympiz Valley Lodge, which
athlet=2s center, and that's in ~he far
sorthwestern porticn of the plan ar=a.

The mitigations for removal of these resources
is to basically architecturally =zataleg the buildings.
Tou would have an architectural histcrian prepars a
wrillen reporl, alsc prepare plans, de video calalogliy
plhcetographic cz=taleging and selecling which Zmportant
architeclural fz2alures and olher rescarces can be
salvaged oul of these bulldings and later used [or
interpretive disclays.

Nonetheless, osecause this resource would no
longer exist, the finding s it would ke a significart
and unavoidable inpact because this 15 3 scarce resourc
and there would e less of it.

Notably, the area in general of Clympic Valley

is alsc somewhzt =zensitive for cultural rescurces

bl

v

o

GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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1 related to the Wa She Shu or Washoe pecple. They had
2 zunmertime habitaticns and hunting grcunds In the arez.
3 We were able to find less than sigrificant Inmpacts ftor
4 that rescurce =r=a -—hrough applicaticn oI mitigaticns
5 including things lixe conduction of preconstruction
6 survevs, having on site Native American monitors and
7 archaeclogical reszource monitors diring project creating
8 ground disturbirg aczivities and 3lsc requiring stopozage
9 of work in the =vens oI an accidsntal discovery.
10 On the subj=2ct cf wisual resources we a_so had
11 3 number of sizrificant and unavaoidakrle impact findiraos.
12 Those ‘mpacts w=are genera. .y could ne characterizad as
13 being applicabl= te the perman=ant residents of th=
14 vallev and/or the lcng-term seasonzsl residents who may
15 go back and forth beiween a couplza of Lomes and speud =
16 lew of Lime in Lhe valley.
17 The major [ilrcings were Lhal becauase of, you
18 kuow, Lhils alplie resorl communily =elilng which
19 includes numerosus scenic attributes and in general terns
20 can be described overall as a scenic envirennent with
21 the backdrop of the mountain slop=ss znd the peaks. &Alzo
22 Sguaw Meadow ard Scuaw Creek and the goll course figure
23 preminently in thosze visual resource attributes.
24 The alteration cf the setting kas a high
25 pozential te resul: in impacts which are generally
GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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=xparienced as zn individual viewer's reactlon to ths
~hanged visual snvircnment.

And so some of ~The major findingsz were that due
to the _ength of time that the projsct would build cut,
theoretically over 25 vears, the orgeing construction
activities, inclucing partially cornstructed buildings
that would nonsthsless be screensd Zuring the
construction, msterial stockpiles, heavy construction
eguipnent, thoss elements would detracs =s=ignificantly
frow the sceniz at-ributes at th= west end of the valley
even with mitization. So those p=rranent residents ara
these Tong-term =seascnal residents weald he affectad hy
these changes that “he project wonls Fring.

Also of notsz, Squaw Valley Road is a scenic

it

roadway in Lhe Flacer Counly Gan=rzl Flan. We had a

Tinding Lhal Lle wrejecl would have an elfecl on Lhe

scenlc roadway tlhrough Lthe period of censbruclion.
NoLably, beozuze some of Lhe views Ln Lhe lower

zlocpes of the mounztaln as a consa2gu

i

nce of the projsct

m

would be obstructed and the profect weuld result in
continuation of long-term development trend Zn a highly
scenle area, the inpact would be sigunificant for those
residents as I menticned, though it wculd ke less thar

zignificant for visizors who would only experience 1t on

a Temporary kasiz and wou_d not have the sane type of

GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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1 reaction to the changed environment.
2 Sceme of the mitigations that wes nhave for wisual
3 rezources includs a rceguirement for compliance with the
4 cesign guidelires which ensure unitied architectural
5 theme Zs implemented throughout the plan area,
6 compliance withk the master lighting plan which would
7 ensure nminimum rniga-zime _Zghting lsvels, installation
8 of tenporary screening during project construction, zs I
9| mrentioned, and 3lsc insta._ation 2f landscape scresning
10 for project op=raticns.
11 Move on tao transpoertation and ~sivrenlation. T
12 will draw your =stten-ion briefly to this diagram. This=
13 junst shows th= roacway study area within Olynmpic Vallay.
14 I will point out, hcocwever, that the study area also
15 Iucluded Lhe Hichway 89 corridor from Truckee Lo Lhe
16 prejecl area, btlen dewn Lo Tahoe Tiby and included some
17 small segmenls of Stale Roule 28 wlere Stale Roule 29
18 and Highway 69 litersectl.
19 Because the =study area is a re2sort setting, its
20 traffic patterrs are described somewnat differently than
21 typical traffi:> that you would experience in other ursan
22 areas where you typically have Monday through Friday
23 s.m. and p.m. pesak cecnditions that are based on trawvel
24 conditions as peocle go to and come kbacx from work ard
25 co other errands.
GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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1 Because thisz iz a resort area, the area

2 sxperiences sezsonal peaks. It also includes peak dzvs,
3 and then, of cource, peak heours on tacse peak days. Anc
4 o that's what this EIR analvsis hz=s analvzed, is thoss
5 representative pesai usage periods of the peak season,

6 reak day, peak hour. They are baised cn guest arrival

7 and departure pstterns as the represzen-ative study

8 condition. We hza a winter analysis which was based on

9 a representative Faturday norning »=ak and also a Sunday

10 af~erncon peak, and that would b= when ~he nost resart
11 guests and day skiers would be arrviving and departing
12 from the resort area.

13 There was also a summer analysis, and that

14 analysis was based cn a Friday afterncen peak, bzrauss
15 Llie sunmer <ondition has a 1illls it dilferenl usage
16 pailerns. A Fricay allernoon in August, which is Lhe
17 busiesl repressibtative sunner condibloen.

18 Rozmdway lublzsr=ecllions Lhal were studled wilhin

19 the Clvmpic Valley area included -- make sure I get this
20 right -- we've zot Sguaw Valley Rozc at Village East

21 <oad, which i1s rigat here. We've cot Sguaw Valley Rozc
22 at Far East Rozd aund Christy Hill Road, which is riglht
23 adere. Squaw Vzlley Read at Wayns Road. And also Squaw
24 Vallev Road at Sguaw Creek Road.

25 Those roadwzy =egments throughcout the C_vnpic
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1 Valley area and wizZhin the plan area were analvzed as
2 well as the interzaecTions, and the fianding was that the
3 zegments and intsrsections would degrade with the
4 addition of proj=sc= generated traffic.
5 However, through the Zmplementzticn of a fairlv
6 robust traffic msnagement plan that weculd trip under
7 certain pealk concizicns where peak uzages are predictec
8 to exceed a certain average daily vehicle load, traffic
9| mranagement would ne inplenented. It would Includs
10 things that ar= already in effect hut in a nmore robust
11 fashion of thr== laning, having traffic personnel at
12 specified intarsacticns to help marage ~he flow of
13 tra<ic, and som= c-her things lika tha-.
14 The findingy is That with the imslementation of
15 Lralllc managem=ul, all of Lthe lulersectlons and roadway
16 segmenls wilhin Olympic Va_ley woula cperale al
17 acceplable lavals, wilh Lhe exceplion ol one
18 Intersectlion, wlich 1ls Squaw Valley Read and Village
19 zast Reocad right here in the plan zarea. Hard f£o se=
20 were. Z'11 poirt it ent. And so that was the lone
21 zignificant and unavecidable impaczt finding for that
22 portion of the traffic study.
23 We also fourc that project operation would
24 result In potertially adverse impacts to Ca’ftrans
25 facilities. Some <f the ntersecticon segments that wers
GOLD COUNTRY REPORTING
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z-udied that are of note are the 3tate Route 8Y Alpine
Meadows Road intsrsection. Currently that's operatinc
aT unacceptakle lsvels and would continue that condition
ander the pro-ect.

However, the ccunty and Caltrans have been
working togethsr tec have a signal inprovement and bridge
widening preect at that _ocation. Tha- project has
heen approved, ift'z been contracted, and my
anderstanding is that it would g2 te construction

nopeZu_.ly this zonszruction season.  And s0 once that is

]

constructed, thkat significant and nnaveidable impact
wonld not exist. Rut in the near term, while we'ra
working throngk this RTR process, the finding is it
would be significant and unavoidables.

We also havse lmpacls al Slale Roate 3% and
Sguaw Valley Rozo relaled Lo a l=ft-Lary lane, and Lle
nitigaltion would ne Lo work wilh Zalbrans Lo adjust Lie
=igna’ Liming =g lenglhen Lhe Luri peczel. Howsever,

the county canrost ccmpel CTaltrans, wnich is an outside

ot

Ul

agenc o do zrything, and so, agzin, The finding 1=

-

'
that 1f this wzs unfeasibh’le and zouldn'z he Zmplem=srtec,
iz would result in a significant ara unavoidable impact.
, nenetheless, would require the applicant Lo pursce
those mitigatiors in the hopes that signal timing

rodification ard lengthening of that turn pocket could
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1 be addressed.
2 Lastly, the tinding on State Route 89 between
3 West RIver Strest and Deerfield Avenils 15 that during
4 the Friday p.m. T=az hour there would ke an exacerbating
5 condition of ar already unacceptabls level of service.
6 Presently CTsltrans, while they <c¢ have a
7 concept four-lsrning plan that they have in their
8 cocument library, iz's not an approved planning document
9 and there's no apnroved funding program that the projesct
10 counld contribut=s to to help offs=t that inpact. Sao,
11 again, that's = =igni“icant and nnaveidable fumpact.
12 Notably, ard T =~hink 7 already kiad of touched
13 on this as T w=art cver these issn=s, i-'s inportant to
14 note that what the results of ths znzlysis charact=erize
15 are condilions Lhat are represantabtlive ol peak hour
16 condibllons duriiey peak season and ou oa peak day, aond
17 Lhese are nolb dzlly cperallonal coradlbicons. They woulc
18 be discreel Ilmpzocls. They would ocouar on oa Zimiled
19 basis. They're wredicted to occur appreximately up to
20 20 tines per yezr, full project build cut, and while tae
21 preject would result in a substantial cvera’l increase
22 to daily traffi: on roadways withir tae study area,
23 traZZic on a dzily Ekasis would operate at acceptable
24 levels of normzl operation.
25 Meving on to ncise. Similarly, kecause
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

construction ard trafZic drive both of Z—hese impact
issues, the periocc cver which the nrciject would build
ouT wags a ma‘or ftacTors in the findings o2 the EIR
analysis.

And in sheort, that was that ths effects of
ongoling constructicn noise over potsantially a 25-vear
period, where you may have theoretically 12 to 15 vyears
of constructior, vou cculd theoretically have all 265,
rost Zikely not, iz that though that is exenpted under
the county ordirance as a temporary impact, under a TEQA
analys’s we hav=s a liftle bit differen- atandard, and we
nave to determine is fthat, noneth=les=s=, zsignificant to

recple who wonld ne a“Tected by that.

And that was the Zinding, is that kecause of
Llhe long-Lerm wsature ol Lthls and Lle nunber of persons
whoe would be exposed as various parts ¢l Lhe plan buile
vu, different =sreas are under diffezrent phases of
constructlion, Llere would be signiflczaut and unavoldsble
impacts related to ccnstruction noise.

I shcould mertion that those imvacts,
uonethe’_ess, they de include all of these inpacts,
include mitigations. For exampls, with construction
voise, nitigations require leocating staging areas awzay
from sensitive land uses to the mzaximum extent

practical, recquiriag best availakls ccnzzol technology
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