FORESTHILL DIVIDE COMMUNITY PLAN

COMMUNITY SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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As a part of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan update process, a public opinion
survey was developed as a joint effort of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan Team and the
Placer County Planning Department. The 7-page, 41-question survey was distributed to all
property owners and mobile home park residents in October of 1996. Of the 3123
questionnaires which were sent out, 1196 (38.3%) were returned. The number of surveys
returned is considered a very good response rate for a public opinion poll of this type. Due to
the excellent community response, the results of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan Survey
provide a good representation of public opinion within the Plan boundaries.

A number of interesting statistics arise from the Survey results. For instance, nearly
50% of the respondents have lived on the divide for more than 10 years, and almost 60% of
the people who answered indicated that they were older than 40 years of age (25% are older
than 60 years). These numbers suggest that the population of the divide is more mature and
geographically stable than the younger and highly mobile populations which are often found
in urban and suburban areas. Residents mostly (55.2%) live on parcels of land between 1
acre and 2.3 acres in size, and a large proportion of the respondents who are employed work
off of the divide (82.5%).

When it comes to the questions of what people like about the Foresthill area and what
improvements would make the divide a better place to live, a significant majority of those
who answered this question indicated that the "small town feeling" is the most positive
aspect of the Foresthill area; many people also felt that the "historic character" of the area
was very important. "Recreation opportunities" and "friendly neighbors" were also ranked
high. In terms of existing design features that are important in making the Foresthill Divide
what it is, more than 73% of the respondents noted that the "forest backdrop” was most
significant while 34% felt that the 49er-era buildings were most notable. In listing the
improvements needed to make Foresthill a better place to live, the features which were
indicated most often by those who answered this survey question included (in order of
preference): underground utilities, landscaping, street trees, a sewer system,
sidewalks/boardwalks, street lights, parks, signage standards, additional parking, etc. The
majority of those who expressed an opinion felt that Foresthill should preserve its unique
visual character rather than trying to adopt the feeling of another area (e.g. Nevada City,
Folsom, Colfax, etc.). Most people (92%) felt very strongly that existing trails should be
preserved as new developments are approved and constructed.



When asked if more businesses should be attracted to the Foresthill Divide, 66% of
those who responded said a "yes". A large proportion of the responses (80%) indicated that
one of the most effective ways to attract new businesses to the Foresthill area was to
improve the appearance of the downtown commercial district. The respondents were almost
evenly split regarding the question of whether existing businesses in the Foresthill area are
adequately filling the community's commercial needs. Approximately 60% of those who
responded want to see additional commercial services provided. Of those types of potential
new or expanded commercial services which might be provided, there seemed to be some
slight positive interest in a bakery or an equipment rental business; however, there was
substantial opposition to convenience stores (e.g. 7-11, ARCO mini-mart, etc.), fast-food
restaurants (e.g. McDonald's, Burger King, etc.), "big box" retail stores {e.g. K-Mart, Target,
Wal-Mart, etc.) or a home improvements store (e.g. Home Depot, Lumberjack, Ace
Hardware, etc.). A large majority (61%) of those who responded indicated that they spent
less than one-quarter of their disposable income on the Foresthill Divide, but over 69% said
they would increase their spending on the divide if new commercial services that they needed
were introduced. Future economic development of the Foresthill area should be primarily
based upon outdoor recreation (30%) and tourism (28%), according to the survey. One
person in four (24.4%) felt that, in addition to relying on these two forms of development,
new industry and population growth should also be considered in future economic plans for
the area.

Strong support (73% of those who responded) was indicated for the formation of a
local recreation district. Seventy-eight percent (78%) of those who expressed an interest in
having a district formed were willing to expend no more than $20.00 annually. When asked
to prioritize spending for various recreational resources, questionnaire respondents chose a
library, bicycle/equestrian/pedestrian trails, the Foresthill Community Park, after-school
programs, and the community swimming pool as the facilities which were most needed.

Other services for which the community indicated support included: forming a
cemetery district, acquiring a new cemetery site and establishing a stable funding source;
increased funding to provide better fire protection services; participating in a fuel reduction
program to reduce the danger of wildland fires; and leaving the system of the solid waste
(garbage) collection/transfer station operation as is. With regard to support for the fuel
reduction program, those who responded to this question (66.7% of the total number of
questionnaires distributed) indicated that they would contribute an annual fee to provide that
support. Fire protection seems to be a very important issue in the community; 62% of those
who responded indicated that they would be willing to support increased funding for fire
protection services in the form of new assessments, taxes or fees.



Regarding traffic and circulation issues in the Plan area, the top four categories chosen
by survey respondents were:

1. New development projects should present a traffic, bicycle and pedestrian circulation plan to
the community early in the planning process.

2. River access roads should be kept open to the public. Non-motorized access should be
allowed on a year-round basis.

3. It is important to provide pedestrian/bicycle paths from residential areas to schools, parks and
other public facilities. .

4. An alternate route from the Foresthill Divide across the North Fork American River canyon

(e.g. Yankee Jim's Road, Ponderosa Way, etc.) should be improved if major new housing
developments are approved and built.Better enforcement of speed limits is needed.

A significant number of respondents (78%) felt that the Foresthill Divide's natural
resources contribute to the economic well-being of the community. Nearly equal value was
given to the following measures by those who answered a question asking them to indicate
the importance of natural and cultural resources:

> The scenic quality that contributes to the rural and historic character of the Foresthill Divide
should be identified and protected.

> The rural and scenic character of roadway corridors on the Foresthill Divide should be
retained.

> Open space buffers {greenbelts) should be preserved between new development projects.

> Archeological sites and artifacts, as well as historical landmarks should be preserved for the
benefit of existing and future residents and visitors.

> Landmark trees and scenic vistas contribute to the character and atmosphere of the area and should:
be afforded special protection.

> Stream corridors should be maintained in an open and natural condition.

In order to accomplish these goals, development standards should include: protection of
scenic views, density limitations in sensitive areas (e.g. steep slopes, riparian areas, etc.),
landform disturbance restrictions (e.g. grading regulations, etc.) tree removal limitations, and
wildlife corridor protection.

Approximately 87% of the respondents to a question regarding appropriate lot/parcel
sizes noted that a variety of lot/parcel sizes should be available for existing and future
residents of the Foresthill area. The vast majority of those who expressed an opinion
regarding the most appropriate lot size for their use indicated that lots between one and five
acres would best suit their purposes, with one-acre lots being by far the most popular. More
respondents were not in favor of higher density being provided in the new Community Plan
for older citizens and younger families than were in favor of such a proposal (603 "no" to
418 "yes"); however, if such higher density housing was to be provided, the largest number
of people felt that it should be located within %2 mile of downtown Foresthill. One of the
stronger responses expressed by a significant number of those who returned the survey
related to the propriety of gated residential developments on the Foresthill Divide. Of the
1020 individuals who responded to that question, 64% indicated that gated development
projects are not appropriate for the area.



Despite some confusion regarding the terms "buildout” and "holding capacity”, when
questioned about the need to provide for more residential holding capacity in the Foresthill
Divide Community Plan over the current Foresthill General Plan (1981), many survey
respondents seemed to feel that the existing holding capacity should be maintained or
perhaps reduced slightly. Full buildout under the 1981 Foresthill General Plan is projected to
be 14,400 people; the average response from the survey seemed to focus on a holding
capacity closer to 12,000 people. Because this issue is so basic to the development of the
Foresthill Divide Community Plan, the FDCP Team critically needs more community input to
help establish the final buildout levels in the final draft of the Plan. '

The last question, as well as portions of a number of other questions in the
Community Survey Questionnaire, provided the opportunity for respondents to add written
thoughts and comments. Copies of these compiled comments are available at the Foresthill
library, in several public places throughout the Foresthill Divide and at the Placer County
Planning Department - (216) 889-7470.
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GENERAL COMMENTS

4 For a 7-page, 41-question, mail-out questionnaire, the ratio of surveys returned as
compared with the original number distributed [1196 (38.3%) were returned; 3123
were distributed] is considered an excellent response rate. The tabulated responses
yielded the statistics and conclusions discussed above.

. Several questions were complex or contained terms and concepts not widely used by
the general public. As a result, the answers to these questions were sometimes
difficult to tabulate; however, valuable information was still able to be gathered from
people's responses to such questions.

. The broad range of answers to the questions, as well as the many written thoughts
and comments that were received, demonstrates the Wlde variety of opinions within
the community.

] The Foresthill Divide Community Plan Team will utilize the survey results as only one
source for community input in developing a draft plan; comments at town hall
meetings, testimony at public hearings and any written comments submitted in the
future will all be considered by the Team as it continues the plan development process.
Plenty of opportunity for public involvement and comment will be provided before the
final community plan is adopted.

° Given the high response rate to the Community Plan Survey Questionnaire, it is
apparent that the property owners and residents of the Foresthill Divide are concerned
about their community and will participate in and assist with the development of a
community plan whlch takes into account the wide variety of people who live on the
Divide.

ref: t:\cmd\cmdp\fdcp\survey - exec sum
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PLACER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
11414 "B" Avenue, Auburn, CA 95603
(916) 889-7470 FAX (916) 889-7499

FORESTHILL DIVIDE
- COMMUNITY PLAN SURVEY

October, 1996

Dear Resident/Property Owner:

It is time to update the 1981 Foresthill General Plan, and your help is needed. The new plan (to be called the Foresthill Divide
Community Plan) will express the thoughts and feelings of community members about the kind of place that Foresthill should be. This plan is
an important official planning document which will have a significant impact on the changes that will occur on the Foresthill Divide over the
next ten to fifteen years.

By taking the time to complete this survey, you will be expressing your opinions on issues that will affect the future of the Foresthill
Divide, and you will be helping to make the survey an accurate reflection of the community's desires. Please indicate your responses to the -
questions below according to the directions given. If you wish to make comments about any topics which are not dealt with in the following
questions, you may use the space on the back of the survey to communicate your ideas.

A response within two weeks of your receipt of this questionnaire would be appreciated. After you have completed your survey,
please mail it to the Placer County Planning Department in the enclosed prepaid envelope. Thank you for your assistance in providing this
important information.

-The Placer County Planning Department and the Foresthill Divide Community Plan Team

The following questions provide general demographic information.

1. Do you live on the Foresthill Divide? 1013 yes 157 no.

If yes, how many years have you lived here?

225 less than 5 years, _320 5 - 10 years, 451 more than 10 years.
2. How many individuals in each age group live in your household?

150 infant/pre-school age, 303 elementary school age, 184 high school age, 104 college age, 117 21 - 30 years,
398 31-40years, 524 41-50years, 347 51 - 60 years, 649 60+ years.

3. Do you own property on the Foresthill Divide? 1119 Yes 50 No
Ifno, doyourent? S0 Yes 34 No
How large is the parcel where you live?
206 less than 1 acre, 606 1-2.3 acres, 143 2.4 - 5 acres, 142 more than 5 acres.

4. Do you own additional property on the Foresthill Divide? 212 yes 946 no. If so, how much?




The following questions relate to economic/community development.

5. How many adults live in your household? 2091 (1071 households)
YES NO
a) Are you employed? (Y/N) 1259 _890
b) If you are not employed, please
check one of the following reasons:
Retired - _608
Homemaker . _181
Public Assistance . _15
Student . _62
Disabled L 29
Other (Explain in a few words)
©) If you are employed, please answer the following
questions with a "yes" (Y) or "no" (N):
¢y Do you work off of the Divide? 938 _345
) Do you/could you telecommute? 156 982
3) Are you self-employed? 307 _828
d) Do you operate a business out
of your home? ' 220 1032
1) Do you want to expand your
home based business? _782 - 185
3} Are there limitations to your
home business expanding? 97 _ 148
If "Yes", what are the limits to your home business expansion: (check as many as apply)
38 Financial 9 Space (not enough room in your home)
_ 9 Not enough employees __25 Poor location
_27 Zoning rules __11 Insurance/liability problems
_28 Customers can't find me __ 21 Advertising too expensive or not effective
____ Other
6. If you do not work on the Foresthill Divide, how many miles (one way) do you commute to work? (check as many as apply)
_27 less than 10 miles, 203 10 - 20 miles, 230 21 - 40 miles, 236 more than 40 miles.
7. Should more businesses be attracted to the Foresthill Divide? 668 Yes 351 No

If yes, what measures should be taken in order for more businesses to be attracted to the Foresthill Divide? (check as many as apply)

302 More commercial buildings should be built to lease to new businesses
535 _The appearance of the downtown commercial area should be improved
132 More affordable housing for employees should be provided
266 There should be fewer rules/regulations for establishing new businesses
217 The existing commercial areas should be expanded in size

Other: ’

8. What are the most important existing design features in the Foresthill area? (choose one)

357 49er-era buildings

182 Wide streets

769 Forest backdrop

185 _Rustic building materials

32 Other:
9. What do you feel are the most positive features of the Foresthill area at this time?
{Choose one or more, but please select no more than four choices)
783 Historic character 803 Small town "feeling"
330 Schools _59  Public facilities
267 _ Land Values 150  Quality of existing businesses
654 Recreation opportunities 437 Friendly neighbors
77 Other




10.

What do you view as the Foresthill Divide's most important street, building, place or artifact? Why?

11.In your opinion, what are the design improvements which are most needed in downtown Foresthill?

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

(Rank each item on a scale of 1 [least needed] to 5 [most needed))

., 2229 Landscaping (ranked #1) 1347 Sewer system (ranked #7)
2174 Underground utilities (ranked #2) 1171 Signage standards (ranked #8)
1851 Street trees (ranked #3) 1005 Additional parking (ranked #9)
1629 Street lights (ranked #4) _891 Different zoning designation (ranked #10)

1617 Sidewalks/Boardwalks (ranked #5) _173 Other (ranked #11)
1449 Parks (ranked #6) .
_199 There is no need for improvements - leave it as it is.
Are existing businesses in the Foresthill area filling your current needs? 459 Yes 503 No
If no, what are your main complaints? (check all that apply)

. 143 Not open for enough hours and/or days per week
_154 Poor quality of service(s) or product(s)

197 Not sure what services or products some of the businesses provide or when they are open

170 Exterior appearance of business establishments

41 Poor location of businesses I use

384 The services I need or want are unavailable

534 Other

Would you like to see more commercial services provided in the Foresthill area? Yes 611 No 616

NOVA L

If you answered "yes", what services are lacking or are non-existent on the Foresthill Divide?
696 Yes 556 No - A fast food restaurant (e.g. Mcdonald's, Burger King, Taco Bell, etc.)
434 Yes 498 No - A "big box" retail store (e.g. K-Mart, Target, Wal-Mart, etc.)
501 Yes 514 No - An equipment rental store (e.g. U.S. Rents, Auburn Equipment Rental, etc.)
361 Yes 422 No - A health/athletic club
3 Yes 416 No - An auto parts store
Yes 550 No - A convenience store (e.g. 7/11, ARCO Mini-Mart, Circle K, etc.)
Yes 2 No - A laundromat/dry cleaners
289 Yes 514 No - A home improvements store (e.g. Home Depot, Lumberjack, Ace Hardware, etc.)
340 Yes 433 No - A clothing store
345 Yes 391 No - A full-service bank
463 Yes No - A bakery
380 Yes 321 No - A bookstore
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Would you like to see economic development on the Foresthill Divide based on dollars generated here (e.g. new industry, population
growth, etc.) or based on dollars brought in from the outside(e.g. tourism, recreation, etc.)? (Choose one)
_310 Tourism
332 Outdoor recreation
173 New industry
__49 Population growth
271 All of the above
._190 None of the above
45 Other:

NO UL

What portion of your disposable income (excluding housing and utilities) do you spend in the Foresthill area?

1. _44 75% or more

2. 119 50% to 74%

3. 225 25% t049%

4. 701 less than 25%

5. _ 68 I spend none of my disposable income on the Divide

Would you spend more of your disposable income in Foresthill if more new commercial services were provided?
688 Yes _306 No



17. Do any of these communities represent what you think Foresthill should look like? (choose one)

1. _6_ Roseville 2. 27 Aubumn
3. _68 ‘Colfax 4. 79 Folsom
5. _75 Mendocino 6. 323 Nevada City
7. 537 _Foresthill 8. _67 Other:

The following questions relate to public facilities and services.

18. Do you feel that more paramedic and ambulance coverage is needed on the Foresthill Divide? 325 Yes 722 No
19. Do you think that the paramedic and ambulance service should be combined with the fire department? 562 Yes 364 No

20. Whether or not you have had occasion to use the services of the Foresthill Fire Department, please give the following list of services
provided by the FFD the priority you think they deserve: (Rank each item on a scale of 1 [least needed] to 5 [most needed])
1. 1049 Structural fire protection
2. 1043 Wildland fire protection
3. 1001 Medical assistance
4. 984 Traffic accident assistance
5. 884 Emergency medical transportation (i.e. ambulance)
6. 22 Other:

21. ‘Are you aware that the Foresthill Fire Department is staffed entirely by unsalaried volunteers? 883 Yes 235 No

22. The Foresthill Fire Department has stated that fire protection service coverage is, at times, less than adequate. Would you support
increased funding (in the form of new assessments, taxes or fees) to remedy this situation? 627 Yes 390 No

23,7 I would support a fuel reduction program in my community to reduce the danger of wildland fires. 679 Yes 298 No

If yes, I would be willing to pay an annual fee of: (please choose one)
_164 less than $10.00

_271 $10.00 to $24.99

_156 $25.00 to $49.99

_113 $50.00 or more

_ 50 Other: $

24. The Foresthill Community Cemetery is currently managed by a private (non-governmental) corporation that relies on donations and
volunteer help for its operation and maintenance. There are 80 plots remaining. Is a cemetery needed on the Foresthill Divide?
_674 Yes - acquire new land and form an entity to operate the facility with a stable revenue source
_295 No - cease operation of the cemetery

25. For future solid waste (garbage) disposal needs: (Choose one)

a. _872 Transfer station operation and curbside service should remam as they are
b. 124 Curbside service should be required for all residents
c. 105 Curbside service should be eliminated in favor of expanded operation of the transfer station

26. Have you had occasion to contact the Sheriff's Department? 550 Yes 527 No

If yes, please rate the level of service provided on a scale of 1 [poor] to 5 [excellent] 4 (avg. response) (511 responses)

217. If you had $100.00 to spend on recreational resources, how would you allocate the money among the following?

(Please assume that the existing facilities would disappear if they are not funded)

a. After-school programs $9.13 (514) i. Athletic fields $4.37 (356)
b. Bicycle, equestrian & pedestrian trails ~ $ 9.57 (514) j- Golf course $5.50 251)
c. Indian cultural center $2.37 (229) k. Industrial and Fine Arts Center $ .93 (120)
d. Library $10.16 (594) 1. Multi-use Community Center $6.10 (398)
e. Museum $4.27 (391) m. OHV (motorcycle) trails $1.96 (168)
f. Public park at Todd's Valley pond $5.04 (327) n. Playground/picnic parks $4.55 (359)
g. Community swimming pool $ 8.32 (556) o. Tot parks $ 1.09 (147)
h. RV park/campground near downtown $1.71 (135) p. Foresthill Community Park $9.42 (555)

q. Other $ 27(57)

‘NOTE: "$" represents the average amount from the number of respondents (represented in parenthesis).

28. Existing trails should be preserved as new developments are approved and constructed. 890 Yes' 76 No



29. Do you consider the formation of a local recreation district important for the community? 795 Yes 290 No

If yes, would you be-willing to support such a district by paying an annual fee of:

a.
b.
c.
d.
€

453 $10.00
_183 $20.00
— 69 $50.00
18 $100.00
__91 Other amount: $ 3.00 (avg.)

30. Would you use the following public school facilities?
(Please indicate the likelihood that you would use each facility by ranking it on a scale of

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

1 [unlikely to use the facility] to 5 [very likely to use the facility])

918 Public meeting rooms (2 avg)
_917 Gymnasium (2 avg)
923 Play fields (2 avg) _
_861 Computer labs (2 avg)

64 Other:

The following question is concerned with traffic and circulation.

31. Regarding traffic and circulation:
[Please indicate your response to items a. through m. by using the following rankings]
1 = Strongly disagree

2 = Disagree
3 = No opinion
© 4 = Agree
5 = Strongly Agree

a. 1087 New development projects should present a traffic, bicycle and pedestrian circulation plan to the community early in
the planning process. (4 avg)

b. 1110 The recent improvements to Foresthill Road between the entrance road to Lake Clementine and the Monte Verde Inn
should be extended to downtown Foresthill. (4 avg)

c. 1116 An alternate route from the Foresthill Divide across the North Fork American River canyon (e.g. Yankee Jim's
Road, Ponderosa Way, etc.) should be straightened and paved if major new housing developments are approved and
built. (4 avg)

d. 1114 Better enforcement of speed limits is needed. (4 avg)

e. 1103 It is important to provide pedestrian/bicycle paths from residential areas to schools, parks, and other public facilities.
(4 avg)

f. 1102 A regional recreational bicycle path should be constructed adjacent to Foresthill Road from Auburn to Sugar Pine
Reservoir. (3 avg)

g. 1096 The community plan update should include prov1s1ons for public transportation. (3 avg)

h. 1102 River access roads should be kept open to the public. Non-motorized access should be allowed on a year-round
basis. (4 avg)

i. 1093 New development should contribute to or construct alternative traffic circulation routes between outlying
neighborhoods and downtown Foresthill. (4 avg)

j- 1098 An off-road route from the vicinity of the Monte Verde Inn to the Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) recreation areas
(e.g. China Wall, Sugar Pine Reservoir, etc.) is needed. (3 avg) A

k. 1100 Bicycle paths or sidewalks should be constructed along new roadways, and also along existing roadways, if possible.

- (3 avg)
1. 1103 More left-turn pockets are needed along Foresthill Road to improve public safety and enhance traffic flow. (4 avg)
m. 1046 Noise buffers (e.g. earthen mounds, vegetation, etc.) should be included in road improvement projects. (3 avg)

The folloWing questions deal with natural and cultural resources.

32. Can the Foresthill Divide's natural resources contribute to the economic well-being of the community? 639 Yes 181 No

If yes, how?




33.

Regarding natural and cultural resources:

(Please indicate your responses to items a. through g. by using the following rankings:)
1 = Strongly disagree

2 = Disagree

3 = No opinion

4 = Agree

5 = Strongly Agree

Archeological sites and artifacts, as well as historical landmarks should be preserved for the benefit of existing and
future residents and visitors. (4 avg.)
The scenic quality that contributes to the rural and historic character of the Foresthill Divide should be identified and
protected. (5 avg.)
Stream corridors should be maintained in an open and natural condition. (4 avg.)
Open space buffers (greenbelts) should be preserved between new development projects. (4 avg.)
he rural and scenic character of roadway corridors on the Foresthiil Divide should be retained. (4 avg.)
Landmark trees and scenic vistas contribute to the character and atmosphere of the area and should be afforded
special protection. (4 avg.) ,
Development standards for future projects should be adopted by Placer County. These standards should include:
(choose as many as apply)
_868 Protection of scenic views
_789 Density limitations in sensitive areas (e.g. steep slopes, riparian areas, etc.)
667 Landform disturbance restrictions (e.g. grading regulations, etc.)
_691 Tree removal limitations
_751 Wildlife corridor protection

The following questions deal with land use.

34.

35.

36.
37.
36.

Is it desirable to have a variety of lot/parcel sizes available for both existing and future residents of the Foresthill area?

898 Yes _136 No
If yes, what size lot/parcel is best suited for you?
_24 % acre
106 % acre
544 1 acre
252 2.3 acres
174 5 acres
40 10 acres
__34 20 acres or more
63 Other

The current Foresthill General Plan has a projected population at full buildout of 14,400 people. The population of the Foresthill

Divide was determined to be 5,264 (2,384 dwelling units) using the latest California Department of Finance statistics, and residential

projects which could provide for 467 more residents (175 homes) have been tentatively approved by the County Planning Commission.

o op

Should the new Foresthill Divide Community Plan provide for:

more residential capacity? 293 Yes 360 No
less residential capacity? 247 Yes 188 No
about the same capacity? 561 Yes 66 No

‘What should the buildout population be? 12,000 (avg) (592 responses)
Is it appropriate to have gated development projects on the Foresthill Divide? 365 Yes 655 No

Should there be higher density housing provided for older citizens and for younger households which are new to the housing market?

_418 Yes _603 No
If yes, where should such housing be located? (choose as many as apply)
294 Within % mile of the elementary school in downtown Foresthill
87 Within % mile of the intersection of Foresthill Road and Spring Garden Road
78 Within % mile of the Yankee Jim's townsite (Spring Garden Road at Yankee Jim's Road)
10 Within % mile of Baker Ranch (Foresthill Road at Michigan Bluff Road)
- __66 Other location:_-




37. . If you wish to make comments about any topics which were not covered in the above questions, or you wish to provide additional
information regarding topics which were included in the above questions, feel free to use the space provided below. This part of the
survey will not be tabulated for statistical purposes; however, the information provided will be used by the Foresthill Divide
Community Plan team in their development of a draft version of the new Community Plan.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND EFFORT IN ANSWERING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. YOUR CONCERN
FOR THE FUTURE OF THE FORESTHILL DIVIDE AREA IS APPRECIATED. PLEASE MAIL THE
COMPLETED SURVEY FORM TO THE PLACER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE IN THE ATTACHED PREPAID ENVELOPE. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL
DEAN PRIGMORE, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING, PLACER COUNTY PLANNING

DEPARTMENT, AT: (916) 889-7470.

REF: TA\CMD\CMDP\FDCP\SURVEY4
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FORESTHILL DIVIDE COMMUNITY PLAN

VISION STATEMENT

The community of Foresthill is located in a special position; between the outer edges of the rapidly-
growing population centers in the Sacramento Valley and public forests and park lands. The
community rests atop a broad, relatively flat ridge between the two deep river canyons of the North
Fork American River and the Middle Fork American River. Foresthill also serves as a primary
entry point into the western central Sierra Nevada mountains. These particular geographic
characteristics have helped create a unique community. The people who have inhabited this area,
beginning with the native Nisenan and Maidu peoples, have always valued its natural resources
and beautiful environment. The current inhabitants, both recent arrivals and those whose families
have lived here for many generations, continue to treasure and protect Foresthill's natural setting.
Residents and visitors alike value the wildlife, the unusual natural landforms, and, most of all, the
extensive forest backdrop.

This historic gold rush community, somewhat off the beaten path and with its long tradition of self-
reliance, has generated both a strong spirit of individualism and a community interdependence.
This community spirit has fostered a climate characterized by extensive volunteerism and pride of
place which has sustained the community for almost 150 years. As the community continues to
develop, it is essential that the existing character of the community be retained and enhanced
wherever possible to preserve these important aspects. Creating more local employment
opportunities without substantially degrading the scenic, forested environment of the Divide will be
an on-going challenge for the residents of the Plan area.

The Foresthill Divide will likely not have a future population large enough to support major new
commercial enterprises. Small retail stores, personal services businesses, professional offices,
restaurants and similar uses can be expected to be developed within the downtown area which will
continue to provide for the daily needs of the residents and visitors while expanding upon the
original small town character of the historic area. The historic downtown district will remain as a
cherished focal point of the Plan area and will be a source of pride for the community. The
traditionally industrial areas near the historic Foresthill townsite will be redeveloped to provide
new employment opportunities for residents of the Divide. Expanded tourist and outdoor
recreation-oriented businesses will continue to develop as a consequence of the community's
unique location and proximity to public lands. The increased emphasis on outdoor recreation on
the public lands surrounding the Foresthill community and the increasing population growth west
of the Divide will have substantial effects on the residents of the Plan area. Future growth on the
Foresthill Divide should reflect an awareness of and consistency with this vision.
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FORESTHILL DIVIDE COMMUNITY PLAN

'GENERAL GOALS

To develop an interconnected trail system for hiking, biking and equestrian uses extending from the
confluence of the North and Middle Forks of the American River easterly to Sugar Pine Reservoir.

To preserve the community's outstanding visual and aesthetic features, including significant vistas, woodlands,
stream and riparian zones, ponds and lakgs, and important wildlife habitat areas.

To protect the community against wildland fires, erosion, water quality degradation and localized flooding.

To conserve and protect as valuable community assets the natural, cultural and historic resources of the Plan
area.

To encourage mixed-use development within the core area (i.e. from the Foresthill Divide Middle School
easterly along Foresthill Road to the Foresthill Elementary School) and within the historic downtown area.

To manage the land within the Plan boundaries as a limited and protected resource so that its future uses will
be beneficial to the entire community.

To insure that future development on the Divide will reflect and maintain the forested residential character of
the community.

To provide public facilities in a centralized core area to encourage the interaction of residents and a strong
sense of community.

To provide for residential development which is reasonably integrated into the community rather than being
physically isolated.

To ensure that public services and facilities are available to serve the needs created by both existing and future
residents and visitors to the Divide.

To respect and protect existing agricultural uses and timberlands from residential encroachment.

To encourage and maintain access to public lands, and to protect the boundaries of public lands from
residential encroachment.

To establish as a high priority for the community and the County the development of new employment
opportunities and appropriate economic development.

To recognize that amendments to the Foresthill Divide Community Plan should be minimal until and unless
circumstances in the area have changed so significantly that an update of the Plan is necessary; piecemeal

amendments to the Plan should be discouraged.
5/16/1999




FORESTHILL DIVIDE COMMUNITY PLAN

ASSUMPTIONS

The Foresthill Divide will continue to be an attractive place to live due to the rural, forested characteristics of -
the area. S

Population growth is expected to increase at a moderate rate of 2 - 4% per year during the 20-year time
horizon of the Plan.

The primary commercial area in the Plan will be along Foresthill Road, generally from the Foresthill Divide
Middle School easterly to the Foresthill Elementary School, and including the historic downtown area.

Septic tank/leach field systems will continue to be the principal method of sewage disposal within the Plan
area. :

Foresthill Road will be improved to County standards from the end of the recently completed federal highway
project (approximately one mile west of the Monte Verde Inn) to the intersection of Foresthill Road and
Mosquito Ridge Road.

A majority of the working population will be employed off of the Divide, although efforts will be continued to
increase employment opportunities on the Divide.

The economy of the Foresthill Divide will be based upon a mixture of the following: tourism, recreation,
forestry and the production of agricultural products, mining, small high-tech and home-based businesses, and
various cottage industries.

The automobile will continue to be the primary form of transportation serving the Plan area.

Foresthill Road will remain the principal access route to and through the Plan area; no other major access
routes will be developed during the 20-year time horizon of the Plan. ~

A high school will be built on the Foresthill Divide within the 20-year time horizon of the Plan.
The primary land use demand will be for single-family residential development.

The demand for parks, recreation facilities and equestrian/pedestrian/bicycle trails will continue to increase as
the area develops.

Sugar Pine Reservoir will continue to be the main source of water for the Foresthill Divide.

The need to protect and conserve natural resources and open space on the Divide will become more important
as the population increases.

Fire safety concerns will play an increasingly important role in the future development of the community.

A significant portion of the Plan area will continue to be held in public ownership.
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LAND USE ASSUMPTIONS

10.

11,

12.

Higher density development should be closer to downtown
Provide for a range of density (low — high)

Mixed use development (commercial with residential) in the “Core”
area (school to school)

Commercial will be limited to the “Core” area (school to school) —
limit development on existing commercial outside of the “Core”

Outside of the “Core”, a scenic buffer will be maintained along
Foresthill Road and other major routes |

Population @ buildout: 12,500

Transfer of development rights (TDR) — provide opportunities to
transfer development potential from constrained parcels with existing
residential zoning to properties more suitable for development
Private forest holdings ands agricultural interests will continue to
exist with protection from development pressure and adjacent
development activities

Protect and increase access to trails and staging areas

Infrastructure operations and maintenance will keep pace with
development

Public lands will be given an open-space designation

Densities shall be directly related to road system capacity




TOP 1 o*"‘ISSUES THAT IMPACT LAND USE

10.

POPULATION GROWTH - HOwW MUCH, WHERE AND AT WHAT COST?

TRAFFIC/CIRCULATION - caN YOU GET WERE YOU WANT TO GO (BOTH ON AND OFF OF

THE DIVIDE) IN A REASONABLE TIME AND SAFELY?

MAINTENANCE OF NATURAL BACKGROUND & VISTA - just now

IMPORTANT IS THAT VIEW AND THE FOREST SURROUNDINGS?

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - i1s TOURISM THE ECONOMY OF THE FUTURE, OR ARE

THERE OTHER BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE?

WATER SUPPLY - wILL WE HAVE ENOUGH TO PROVIDE FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE

RESIDENTS OF THE DIVIDE WITHOUT DRAINING SUGAR PINE RESERVOIR?

TRAILS - WHAT TYPES OF TRAILS DO WE NEED? WHERE SHOULD THESE TRAILS BE LOCATED?

WHAT SHOULD BE THESE TRAILS’ DESTINATIONS?

RECREATION DISTRICT - po WE NEED ONE? HOW DO WE PAY FOR IT?

FIRE & PUBLIC SAFETY - HOW DO WE PREVENT A CATASTROPHIC WILDFIRE ON THE

DIVIDE? HOW DO WE INSURE THAT OUR PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICES (FIRE, SHERIFF, AMBULANCE, ETC.)
ARE AVAILABLE WHEN WE NEED THEM?

HIGH SCHOOL - po WE NEED OUR OWN HIGH SCHOOL ON THE DIVIDE? COULD A NEW HIGH

SCHOOL CHANGE FORESTHILL FOR THE BETTER?

DOWNTOWN/HISTORIC STANDARDS - CAN NEW BUSINESSES BE ENCOURAGED

AND NEW ECONOMIC GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES BE PROVIDED FOR AT THE SAME TIME THE HISTORIC
CHARACTER OF THE DOWNTOWN AREA IS PRESERVED? IS MAINTAINING THE DOWNTOWN AREA’S
HISTORIC CHARACTER ESSENTIAL TO THE COMMUNITY’S IDENTITY?

t:\cmd\cmdp\fdcp\top 10lst.doc



ZONING AND RESIDENTIAL HOLDING CAPACITY

Total acres within the Plan boundaries: 67,658 acres

Total acres within the Plan boundaries
With zoning that permits residential use: 29,341 acres

Number of dwelling units allowed with base zohing: 5,723
(public lands excluded from calculation) X 2.5 (avg. # of persons per
household)

POPULATION (HOLDING CAPACITY)

Number of dwelling units allowed with PD zoning:
(public lands excluded from calculation)
POPULATION (HOLDING CAPACITY)

FORESTHILL DIVIDE COMMUNITY PLAN

POTENTIAL ULTIMATE POPULATION

LAND USE DWELLING UNITS @ DWELLING UNITS @
DESIGNATIONS ACRES LOW END OF DENSITY  HIGH END OF DENSITY
RANGE RANGE
FR 4.6-20 ac min 1528 74 323
LDR 2-4 dw/ac 4 2822 1078 2156
MDR 4-10 duw/ac 161 644 1610
RE 2.3-4.6 ac min 5030 1093 2187
RR 1.0-2.3 ac min 5281 2202 5066
TOTALS 14,822 ac. 5091 d/u 11,342 d/u
TOTAL x 2.5% x 2.5*
ULTIMATE POPULATION = 12,727 residents = 28,355 residents

* = average number of persons per household




MAP #1
MAP #2

MAP #3

MAP #4

MAP #5

GENERAL PLAN — Highest Density
POPULATION: 28,355 residents

GENERAL PLAN — Lowest Density
POPULATION: 12,727 residents

ZONING with Planned Development

density included
POPULATION: 19,487 residents

ZONING without Planned Development

density included
POPULATION: 14,307 residents

"WORK IN PROGRESS” LAND USE MAP
(DRAFT) developed by the Community
Plan Team based upon the Land Use

Assumptions
POPULATION: 11,235 residents

t:\cmd\cmdp\fdcp\mapslist.doc
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PLACER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
11414 "B" Avenue, Auburn, CA 95603
(916) 889-7470 FAX (916) 889-7499

FORESTHILL DIVIDE

COMMUNITY PLAN SURVEY RESULTS
April, 1997

To All Interested Parties:

Attached for your information is a replica of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan Survey
which was distributed last October. Although a two-week response time was originally
requested, the Community Plan Team decided to extend the comment period into December to
be sure of receiving as many returned questionnaires as possible. On three Saturdays in
December, numerous volunteers worked many long hours to enter the survey responses on to a
computer data base. This information was later compiled and tabulated in order to provide the
responses shown on the survey replica. It was decided to utilize the original survey format so
that individuals who answered the questionnaire could see how their personal responses
correlated with those of the community at large. Because many respondents did not answer all of
the questions, and due to some misunderstanding about exactly how the responses to some
questions were to be indicated, not all questions have the same number of responses. For
example, of the 1196 surveys which were returned in time to be tabulated, only 1170 persons
indicated whether they lived on the Foresthill Divide or not. Still fewer people (996) indicated
how long they have lived on the Divide. In some other instances, questions which asked for one
- choice among several possible answers actually received more than one response to those
questions. Finally, questions which required the reader to select a response based upon a scale
of 1 to 5 were tabulated by determining the number of surveys that included a response to those
questions and by calculating the average numerical value of the responses to each of those
questions. The number of surveys which included a response to a specific question is indicated
by a bold number in the left margin next to the question, unless the numbers shown in the
answer spaces already provides that information [e.g. if a question called for a "yes" or "no"
answer, the total number of responses to that question is the total of "yes" and "no" answers;
otherwise, the total number of responses to a question (or part of a question) is the number
shown in the answer space.] Simply put, a larger number in any given answer space indicates
that more people responded to that question.







PLACER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
11414 "B" Avenue, Auburn, CA 95603
(916) 889-7470 FAX (916) 889-7499

FORESTHILL DIVIDE

COMMUNITY PLAN SURVEY
October, 1996

Dear Resident/Property Owner:

It is time to update the 1981 Foresthill General Plan, and your help is needed. The new plan (to be called theForesthill Divide
Community Plan) will express the thoughts and feelings of community members about the kind of place that Foresthill should be. This plan i
an important official planning document which will have a significant impact on the changes that will occur on the Foresthill Divide over the
next ten to fifteen years.

By taking the time to complete this survey, you will be expressing your opinions on issues that will affect the future of the Foresthil
Divide, and you will be helping to make the survey an accurate reflection of the community's desires. Please indicate your responses to the
questions below according to the directions given. If you wish to make comments about anytopics which are not dealt with in the following
questlons, you may use the space on the back of the survey to communicate your ideas.

A response within two weeks of your receipt of this questionnaire would be appreciated. After you have completed your survey,
please mail it to the Placer County Planning Department in the enclosed prepaid envelope. Thank you for your assistance in providing ths
important information.

-The Placer County Planning Department and the Foresthill Divide Community Plan Team

Kk okk ok kKK

The following questions provide general demographic information.

1. Do you live on the Foresthill Divide? 1013 yes 157 no.

If yes, how many years have you lived here?

225 lessthan 5 years, 320 5 - 10 years, 451 more than 10 years.
2. How many individuals in each age group live in your household?

150 _ infant/pre-school age, 303 elementary school age, 184 high school age, 104 college age, 117 21 - 30 years,
398 31-40 years, 524 41 - 50 years, 347 51 - 60 years, 649 60+ years.

3. Do you own property on the Foresthill Divide? 1119 Yes _50 No
If no, doyourent? 50 Yes 34 No
How large is the parcel where you you live?
206 _lessthan 1 acre, 606 1-2.3 acres, 143 2.4 - 5 acres, 142 more than 5 acres.

4. Do you own additional property on the Foresthill Divide? 212 yes 946 no. If so, how much?




The following questions relate to economic/community development.

5. How many adults live in your household? 2091 (1071 households)
YES NO
a) Are you employed? (Y/N) 1259 _890
b) If you are not employed, please
check one of the following reasons:
Retired . _608
Homemaker - _181
Public Assistance : o _15
- Student . _62
Disabled . _29
Other (Explain in a few words)
c) If you are employed, please answer the following
questions with a "yes" (Y) or "no" (N):
¢3) Do you work off of the Divide? 938 _345
) Do you/could you telecommute? 156 - 982
3) Are you self-employed? 307 _828
d) Do you operate a business out
of your home? _220 1032
(1) Do you want to expand your
home based business? 782 _185
2) Are there limitations to your
home business expanding? 97 _148
If “Yes", what are the limits to your home business expansion: (check as many as apply)
_38 Financial __9 Space (not enough room in your home)
_9 Not enough employees _ 25 Poor location :
_27 _Zoning rules __11 Insurance/liability problems
_28 Customers can't find me _ 21 Advertising too expensive or not effective
___ Other
6. If you do not work on the Foresthill Divide, how many miles (one way) do you commute to work? Check as many as apply)
_27 less than 10 miles, 203 10 - 20 miles, 230 21 - 40 miles, 236 more than 40 miles.
7. Should more businesses be attracted to the Foresthill Divide? 668 Yes 351 No

If yes, what measures should be taken in order for more businesses b be attracted to the Foresthill Divide? (check as many as apply)

302 More commercial buildings should be built to lease to new businesses
535 _ The appearance of the downtown commiercial area should be improved
132 More affordable housing for employees should be provided
266 There should be fewer rules/regulations for establishing new businesses
217 _The existing commercial areas should be expanded in size

Other:

8. What are the most important existing design features in the Foresthill area? ¢hoose one) .

357 49er-era buildings

182 Wide streets

_769 _ Forest backdrop

185 _ Rustic building materials

. _32_Other:
9. What do you feel are the most positive features of the Foresthill area at this time?
(Choose one or more, but please select no more than four choices)
_783  Historic character 803 Small town "feeling"
330_ Schools : _99  Public facilities
267 Land Values _150  Quality of existing businesses
654 Recreation opportunities 437 _ Friendly neighbors

77 Other



10.

What do you view as the Foresthill Divide's most important -street, building, place or artifact? Why?

o

11.In your opinion, what are the design improvements which are most needed in downtown Foresthill?

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

(Rank each item on a scale of 1 [least needed] to 5 [most needed])

2229 Landscaping (ranked #1) 1347 Sewer system (ranked #7)
2174 Underground utilities (ranked #2) 1171 Signage standards (ranked #8)
1851 Street trees (ranked #3) 1005 Additional parking (ranked #9)
1629 Street lights (ranked #4) _891 Different zoning designation (ranked #10)
1617_Sidewalks/Boardwalks (ranked #5) _173 Other (ranked #11)

1449 Parks (ranked #6)
199 There is no need for improvements - leave it as it is.
Are existing businesses in the Foresthill area filling your current needs? 459 Yes 503 No
If no, what are your main complaints? (check all that apply)
143 Not open for enough hours and/or days per week

154 Poor quality of service(s) or product(s)

197 Not sure what services or products some of the businesses provide or when they are open
0 Exterior appearance of business establishments
1 Poor location of businesses I use

384 The services I need or want are unavailable

534 Other

N A WD

Would you like to see more commercial services provided in the Foresthill area? Yes 611 No 616

If you answered "yes", what services are lacking or are non-existent on the Foresthill Divide?
696 Yes 556 No - A fast food restaurant (e.g. Mcdonald's, Burger King, Taco Bell, etc.)

434 Yes 498 No - A "big box" retail store (¢.g. K-Mart, Target, Wal-Mart, etc.)

514 No - An equipment rental store (e.g. U.S. Rents, Auburn Equipment Rental, etc.)
422 No - A health/athletic club

parts store

550 No - A convenience store {e.g. 7/11, ARCO Mini-Mart, Circle K, etc.)

422 No - A laundromat/dry cleaners

289 Yes 514 No - A home improvements store (e.g. Home Depot, Lumberjack, Ace Hardware, etc.)
340 Yes - 433 No - A clothing store

391 No - A full-service bank

No - A bakery

321 No - A bookstore
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Would you like to see economic development on the Foresthill Divide based on dollars generated here é.g. new industry, population
growth, etc.) or based on dollars brought in from theoutside(e.g. tourism, recreation, etc.)? (Choose one)
310 Tourism
2 Outdoor recreation
73 New mdustry

49 Population growth
271 All of the above
190 None of the above

7. _45 Other:

AN il A e
-

What portion of your disposable income (excluding housing and utilities) do you spend in the Foresthill area?

1. _44 75% or more

2. 119 50% to 74%

3. 225 25% 10 49%

4. 701 less than 25%

5. _ 68 Ispend none of my disposable income on the Divide

Would you spend more of your disposable income in Foresthill if more new commercial services were provided?
_688 Yes 306 No



17. Do any of these communities represent what you think Foresthill should look like? ¢hoose one)

1. _ 6 Roseville 2. 27 Aubum
3. _68 Colfax 4. 79 Folsom
5. _75 Mendocino 6. 323 Nevada City
7. 537 Foresthill 8. 67 Other:

The following questions relate to public facilities and services.

18. Do you feel that more paramedic and ambulance coverage is needed on the Foresthill Divide? 325 Yes 722 No
19. Do you think that the paramedic and ambulance service should be conbined with the fire department? 562 Yes 364 No

20. Whether or not you have had occasion to use the services of the Foresthill Fire Department, please give the following list of services
provided by the FFD the priority you think they deserve: (Rank each item on a scale of 1 [least needed] to 5 [most needed])
1. 1049 Structural fire protection -
2. 1043 Wildland fire protection
3. 1001 Medical assistance
4. 984 Traffic accident assistance
5. 884 Emergency medical transportation ¢.e. ambulance)

6. 22 Other: .
21. Are you aware that the Foresthill Fire Department is staffed entirely by unsalaried vohnteers? 883 Yes 235 No
22. The Foresthill Fire Department has stated that fire protection service coverage is, at times, less than adequate. Would you support

increased funding (in the form of new assessments, taxes or fees) to remedy this situation? 627 Yes 390 No
23. T would support a fuel reduction program in my community to reduce the danger ofwildland fires. 679 Yes 298 No

If yes, I would be willing to pay an annual fee of: (please choose one)
_164 less than $10.00
271 $10.00 to $24.99
156 $25.00 to $49.99
113 $50.00 or more
__50 Other: $

24, The Foresthill Community Cemetery is currently managed by a private (non-governmental) corporation that relies on donations and
volunteer help for its operation and maintenance. There are 80 plots remaining. Is a cemetery needed on the Foresthill Divide?
_674 Yes - acquire new land and form an entity to operate the facility with a stable revenue source
295 No - cease operation of the cemetery

25. For future solid waste (garbage) disposal needs: (Choose one)

a. _872 Transfer station operation and curbside service should remain as they are
b. 124 Curbside service should be required for all residents
¢. _105 Curbside service should be eliminated in favor of expanded operation of the transfer station

26. Have you had occasion to contact the Sheriff's Department? 550 Yes 527 No

If yes, please rate the level of service provided on a scale of 1 [poor] to 5 [excellen] 4 (avg. response) (511 responses)

27. If you had $100.00 to spend on recreational resources, how would youallocate the money among the following?

(Please assume that the existing facilities would disappear if they are not funded) .

a. After-school programs : $9.13 (519 i. Athletic fields $4.37 (356)
b. Bicycle, equestrian & pedestrian trails ~ § 9.57 (514) j- Golf course $5.50 (251)
c. Indian cultural center $2.37 (229) k. Industrial and Fine Arts Center $ .93 (120)
d. Library $10.16 (594) 1. Multi-use Community Center $6.10 (398)
€. Museum ' $4.27 (391) m. OHV (motorcycle) trails $ 1.96 (168)
f. Public park at Todd's Valley pond $5.04 327) n. Playground/picnic parks $4.55 (359
g. Community swimming pool $ 8.32 (556) o. Tot parks $1.09 (147)
h. RV park/campground near downtown  $ 1.71 (135) p. Foresthill Community Park $9.42 (555)

gq. Other $ 27(57)

NOTE "$" represents the average amount from the number of respondents (represented in parenthesis).

28. Existing trails should be preserved as new developments are approved and constructed. 890 Yes 76 No



29.

30.

De you consider the formation of a local recreation district important for the community? 795 Yes 290 No

If yes, would you be willing to support such a district by paying anannual fee of:
a. 453 $10.00

b. 183 $20.00

c._69 $50.00

d. _ 18 $100.00

e. _ 91 Other amount: $ 3.00 (avg.)

Would you use the following public school facilities?

(Please indicate the likelihood that you would use each facility by ranking it on a scale of
1 [unlikely to use the facility] to 5 [very likely to use the facility])

a. 918 Public meeting rooms (2 avg)

b. 917 Gymnasium (2 avg)

¢. 923 Play fields (2 avg)

d. 861 Computer labs (2 avg)

e. 64 Other:

The following question is concerned with traffic and circulation.

31.

Regarding traffic and circulation:
[Please indicate your response to items a. through m. by using the following rankings]

1 = Strongly disagree

2 = Disagree
3 = No opinion
4 = Agree

5 = Strongly Agree

a. 1087 New development projects should present a traffic, bicycle and pedestrian circulation plan to the community early in
the planning process. (4 avg)

b. 1110 The recent improvements to Foresthill Road between the entrance road to Lake Clementine and the Monte Verde Inn
should be extended to downtown Foresthill. (4avg) '

c. 1116 An alternate route from the Foresthill Divide across the North Fork American River canyon €.g. Yankee Jim's
Road, Ponderosa Way, etc.) should be straightened and paved if major new housing developments are approved and
built. (4 avg)

d. 1114 Better enforcement of speed limits is needed. (4 avg)

e. 1103 It is important to provide pedestrian/bicycle paths from residential areas to schools, parks, and other public facilities.
(4 avg)

f. 1102 A regional recreational bicycle path should be constructed adjacent to Foresthill Road from Auburn to Sugar Pine
Reservoir. (3 avg)

g. 1096 The community plan update should include provisions for public transportation. (3avg)

h. 1102 River access roads should be kept open to the public. Non-motorized access should be allowed on a year-round
basis. (4 avg) :

i. 1093 New development should contribute to or construct alternative traffic circulation routes between outlying
neighborhoods and downtown Foresthill. (4avg) v

j- 1098 An off-road route from the vicinity of the Monte Verde Inn to the Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) recreation areas
(e.g. China Wall, Sugar Pine Reservoir, etc.) is needed. (3 avg)

k. 1100 Bicycle paths or sidewalks should be constructed along new roadways, and also along existing roadways, if possible.
(3 avg)

I. 1103 More left-turn pockets are needed along Foresthill Road to improve public safety and enhance traffic flow. (4avg)

m. 1046 Noise buffers (e.g. earthen mounds, vegetation, etc.) should be included in road improvement projects. (3avg)

The following questions deal with natural and cultural resources.

32.

Can the Foresthill Divide's natural resources contribute to the economicwell-being of the community? 639 Yes 181 No

If yes, how?




33. Regarding natural and cultural resources:
(Please indicate your responses to items a. through g. by using the following rankmgs )

1 = Strongly disagree i -
2 = Disagree
3 = No opinion
4 = Agree
5 = Strongly Agree
a. 1089 Archeological sites and artifacts, as well as historical landmarks should be preserved for the benefit of ex1stmg and
future residents and visitors. (4 avg.)
b. 1112 The scenic quality that contributes to the rural and hlstorlc character of the Foresthill Divide should be identified and
protected. (5 avg.)
c. 1094 Stream corridors should be maintained in an open and natural condition. (4 avg.)
d. 1094 Open space buffers (greenbelts) should be preserved between new development projects. (4 avg.)
e. 1067 he rural and scenic character of roadway corridors on the Foresthill Divide should be retained. (4 avg.)
f. 11 Landmark trees and scenic vistas contribute to the character and atmosphere of the area and should be afforded
special protection. (4 avg.)
g. 675 Development standards for future projects should be adopted by Placer County. These standards should include:

(choose as many as apply)

_868 Protection of scenic views

_789 Density limitations in sensitive areas (e.g. steep slopes, riparian areas, etc.)
667 Landform disturbance restrictions (e.g. grading regulations, etc.)

691 Tree removal limitations

751 Wildlife corridor protection

The following questions deal with land use.

34, Is it desirable to have a variety of lot/parcel sizes available for both existing and future residents of the Foresthill area?
_898 Yes 136 No
If yes, what size lot/parcel is best suited for you?
_ 24 % acre :
106 Y% acre
544 1 acre
_252 2.3 acres
_174 5 acres
_40 10 acres
__34 20 acres or more
63 Other

35. The current Foresthill General Plan has a projected population at full buildout of 14,400 people. The population of the Foresthill
Divide was determined to be 5,264 (2,384 dwelling units) using the latest California Department of Finance statistics, and residentid
projects which could provide for 467 more residents (175 homes) have been tentatively approved by the County Planning Commission.

Should the new Foresthill Divide Community Plan provide for

a. more residential capacity? 293 Yes 360 No
b. less residential capacity? 247 Yes 188 No
c. about the same capacity? 561 Yes 66 No

36. What should the buildout population be? 12,000 (avg) (592 responses)
37. Is it appropriate to have gated development projects on the Foresthil Divide? 365 Yes 655 No

36. Should there be higher density housing provided for older citizens and for younger households which aramew to the housing market?

_418 Yes 603 No

If yes, where should such housing be located? €hoose as many as apply)

_294 Within %> mile of the elementary school in downtown Foresthill

__87 Within ¥ mile of the intersection of Foresthill Road and Spring Garden Road

__78 Within ¥2 mile of the Yankee Jim's townsite (Spring Garden Road at Yankee Jim's Road)
_110 Within %> mile of Baker Ranch (Foresthill Road at Michigan Bluff Road)

66 Other location:




37. If you wish to make comments about any topics which were not covered in the above questions, or you wish to provide additiond
information regarding topics which were included in the above questions, feel free to use the space provided below. This part of the
survey .wi:i not be tabulated for statistical purposes; however, the iiformation provided will be used by the Foresthill Divide
Community Plan team in their development of a draft version of the new Community Plan.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND EFFORT IN ANSWERING THIS
QUESTIONNAIRE. YOUR CONCERN FOR THE FUTURE OF THE FORESTHILL DIVIDE AREA IS
APPRECIATED. PLEASE MAIL THE COMPLETED SURVEY FORM TO THE PLACER COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN THE ATTACHED PREPAID ENVELOPE. IF YOU
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL DEAN PRIGMORE, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING,

PLACER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT, AT:(916) 889-7470.

REF: T:ACMD\CMDP\FDCP\SURVEY4






FORESTHILL DIVIDE COMMUNITY PLAN

COMMUNITY SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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As a part of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan update process, a public opinion
survey was developed as a joint effort of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan Team and the
Placer County Planning Department. The 7-page, 41-question survey was distributed to all
property owners and mobile home park residents in October of 1996. Of the 3123
questionnaires which were sent out, 1196 (38.3%) were returned. The number of surveys
returned is considered a very good response rate for a public opinion poll of this type. Due to
the excellent community response, the results of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan Survey
provide a good representation of public opinion within the Plan boundaries.’

A number of interesting statistics arise from the Survey results. For instance, nearly
50% of the respondents have lived on the divide for more than 10 years, and almost 60% of
the people who answered indicated that they were older than 40 years of age (25% are older
than 60 years). These numbers suggest that the population of the divide is more mature and
geographically stable than the younger and highly mobile populations which are often found
in urban and suburban areas. Residents mostly (55.2%) live on parcels of land between 1

acre and 2.3 acres in size, and a large proportion of the respondents who are employed work
off of the divide (82.5%).

When it comes to the questions of what people like about the Foresthill area and what
improvements would make the divide a better place to live, a significant majority of those
who answered this question indicated that the "small town feeling" is the most positive
aspect of the Foresthill area; many people also felt that the "historic character” of the area
was very important. "Recreation opportunities” and "friendly neighbors” were also ranked
high. In terms of existing design features that are important in making the Foresthill Divide
what it is, more than 73% of the respondents noted that the "forest backdrop” was most
significant while 34% felt that the 49er-era buildings were most notable. In listing the
improvements needed to make Foresthill a better place to live, the features which were
indicated most often by those who answered this survey question included (in order of
preference): underground utilities, landscaping, street trees, a sewer system,
sidewalks/boardwalks, street lights, parks, signage standards, additional parking, etc. The
majority of those who expressed an opinion felt that Foresthill should preserve its unique
visual character rather than trying to adopt the feeling of another area (e.g. Nevada City,
Folsom, Colfax, etc.). Most people (92%) felt very strongly that existing trails should be
preserved as new developments are approved and constructed.



When asked if more businesses should be attracted to the Foresthill Divide, 66% of
those who responded said a "yes™. A large proportion of the responses (80%). indicated that
one of the most effective ways to attract new businesses to the Foresthill area was to
improve the appearance of the downtown commercial district. The respondents were almost
evenly split regarding the question of whether existing businesses in the Foresthill area are
adequately filling the community's commercial needs. Approximately 60% of those who
responded want to see additional commercial services provided. Of those types of potential
new or expanded commercial services which might be provided, there seemed to be some
slight positive interest in a bakery or an equipment rental business; however, there was
substantial opposition to convenience stores (e.g. 7-11, ARCO mini-mart, etc.), fast-food
restaurants (e.g. McDonald's, Burger King, etc.), "big box" retail stores (e.g. K-Mart, Target,
Wal-Mart, etc.) or a home improvements store (e.g. Home Depot, Lumberjack, Ace
Hardware, etc.). A large majority (61%) of those who responded indicated that they spent
less than one-quarter of their disposable income on the Foresthill Divide, but over 69% said
they would increase their spending on the divide if new commercial services that they needed
were introduced. Future economic development of the Foresthill area should be primarily
based upon outdoor recreation {30%) and tourism (28%), according to the survey. One
person in four (24.4%) felt that, in addition to relying on these two forms of development,
new industry and population growth should also be considered in future economic plans for
the area.

Strong support {73% of those who responded) was indicated for the formation of a
local recreation district. Seventy-eight percent (78%) of those who expressed an interest in
having a district formed were willing to expend no more than $20.00 annually. When asked
to prioritize spending for various recreational resources, questionnaire respondents chose a
library, bicycle/equestrian/pedestrian trails, the Foresthill Community Park, after-school
programs, and the community swimming pool as the facilities which were most needed.

Other services for which the community indicated support included: forming a
cemetery district, acquiring a new cemetery site and establishing a stable funding source;
increased funding to provide better fire protection services; participating in a fuel reduction
program to reduce the danger of wildland fires; and leaving the system of the solid waste
(garbage) collection/transfer station operation as is. With regard to support for the fuel
reduction program, those who responded to this question (66.7% of the total number of
“questionnaires distributed) indicated that they would contribute an annual fee to provide that
support. Fire protection seems to be a very important issue in the community; 62% of those
who responded indicated that they would be willing to support increased funding for fire
protection services in the form of new assessments, taxes or fees..



Regarding traffic and cnrculatlon issues in the Plan area, the top four categories chosen
by survey respondents were: :

1. New development projects should present a traffic, bicycle and pedestrian circulation plan to
the community early in the planning process.

2. River access roads should be kept open to the public. Non-motorized access should be
allowed on a year-round basis.

3. It is important to provide pedestrian/bicycle paths from residential areas to schools, parks and
other public facilities.

4. An alternate route from the Foresthill Divide across the North Fork American River canyon

{e.g. Yankee Jim's Road, Ponderosa Way, etc.} should be improved if major new housing
developments are approved and built.Better enforcement of speed limits is needed.

A significant number of respondents (78%) felt that the Foresthill Divide's natural
resources contribute to the economic well-being of the community. Nearly equal value was
given to the following measures by those who answered a question asking them to indicate
the importance of natural and cultural resources:

> The scenic quality that contributes to the rural and historic character of the Foresthill Divide
should be identified and protected.

> The rural and scenic character of roadway corridors on the Foresthill Divide should be
retained. ;

> Open space buffers (greenbelts) should be preserved between new development projects.

> Archeological sites and artifacts, as well as historical landmarks should be preserved for the
benefit of existing and future residents and visitors.

> Landmark trees and scenic vistas contribute to the character and atmosphere of the area and should
be afforded special protection.

» = Stream corridors should be maintained in an open and natural condition.

In order to accomplish these goals, development standards should include: protection of
scenic views, density limitations in sensitive areas (e.g. steep slopes, riparian areas, etc.),
landform disturbance restrictions (e.g. grading regulations, etc.) tree removal limitations, and
wildlife corridor protection.

Approximately 87% of the respondents to a question regarding appropriate lot/parcel
sizes noted that a variety of lot/parcel sizes should be available for existing and future
residents of the Foresthill area. The vast majority of those who expressed an opinion
regarding the most appropriate lot size for their use indicated that lots between one and five
acres would-best suit their purposes, with one-acre lots being by far the most popular. More
respondents were not in favor of higher density being provided in the new Community Plan
for older citizens and younger families than were in favor of such a proposal (603 "no" to
418 "yes"); however, if such higher density housing was to be provided, the largest number
of people felt that it should be located within %2 mile of downtown Foresthill. One of the
stronger responses expressed by a significant number of those who returned the survey
related to the propriety of gated residential developments on the Foresthill Divide. Of the
1020 individuals who responded to that question, 64% indicated that gated development
projects are not appropriate for the area.



Despite some confusion regarding the terms "buildout” and "holding capacity”, when
questioned about the need to provide for more residential hoiding capacity in the Foresthill
Divide Community Plan over the current Foresthill General Plan (1981), many survey
respondents seemed to feel that the existing holding capacity should be maintained or
perhaps reduced slightly. Full buildout under the 1981 Foresthill General Plan is projected to
be 14,400 people; the average response from the survey seemed to focus on a holding
capacity closer to 12,000 people. Because this issue is so basic to the development of the
Foresthill Divide Community Plan, the FDCP Team critically needs more community input to
help establish the final buildout levels in the final draft of the Plan.

The last question, as well as portions of a number of other questions in the
Community Survey Questionnaire, provided the opportunity for respondents to add written
thoughts and comments. Copies of these compiled comments are available at the Foresthill
library, in several public places throughout the Foresthill Divide and at the Placer County
Planning Department - (916) 889-7470.
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GENERAL COMMENTS

. For a 7-page, 41-question, mail-out questionnaire, the ratio of surveys returned as
compared with the original number distributed [1196 (38.3%) were returned; 3123
were distributed] is considered an excellent response rate. The tabulated responses
yielded the statistics and conclusions discussed above.

. Several questions were complex or contained terms and concepts not widely used by
the general public. As a result, the answers to these questions were sometimes
difficult to tabulate; however, valuable information was still able to be gathered from
people's responses to such questions.

. The broad range of answers to the questions, as well as the many written thoughts
' and comments that were received, demonstrates the wide variety of opinions within
the community.

o The Foresthill Divide Community Plan Team will utilize the survey results as only one
source for community input in developing a draft plan; comments at town hall
meetings, testimony at public hearings and any written comments submitted in the
future will all be considered by the Team as it continues the plan development process.
Plenty of opportunity for public involvement and comment will be provided before the
final community plan is adopted.

. Given the high response rate to the Community Plan Survey Questionnaire, it is
apparent that the property owners and residents of the Foresthill Divide are concerned
about their community and will participate in and assist with the development of a
community plan which takes into account the wide variety of people who live on the
Divide. '

ref: t:\cmdi\cmdp\fdcpisurvey.sum
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