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9.0 COST ESTIMATE 

Full implementation of the Dry Creek Greenway Regional Vision potentially includes a 
variety of components including development of the trail system and associated 
infrastructure, habitat conservation and restoration, public education, and expanded 
stewardship opportunities.  This chapter only addresses the estimated implementation 
costs for the trail system and related improvements because 1) the trail system 
component is clearly defined, 2) reliable costing information for comparable 
improvements is available, and 3) local jurisdictions may wish to use the information for 
future planning and grant writing efforts.  The costs associated with implementing the 
other components of the Greenway vision cannot be estimated at this time since the 
vision document does not address the myriad possibilities and specific details for how the 
habitat conservation and restoration, public education, and stewardship projects could 
be implemented.  While suggested measures are provided, the methods for 
implementation of these measures will be driven by the preferences and availability of 
resources of the local jurisdictions.  

The trail system costs include estimates from Placer County (Table 9-1), the City of 
Roseville (Table 9-2), and the Town of Loomis (Table 9-3) taken from existing regional and 
master bicycle plans, and the costs for trails recommended in the Greenway vision that 
aren’t included in existing plans (Table 9-4).  The planned trail segment along Secret 
Ravine within the City of Rocklin is included in the Placer County estimate.  The intent of 
Table 9-4 is to capture costs for Greenway improvements that are not included in existing 
plans.  This includes construction of bikeways for trails recommended by the Greenway 
Vision as well as costs for all nodes and trail signage along planned and recommended 
segments.  In some cases, costs for bridges and road crossings have been included in 
Table 9-1 through Table 9-4, if these have been estimated in existing plans; otherwise, 
they have been specified as TBD.   

This estimate does not include the cost of maintaining trails or staging areas, which is a 
significant funding requirement that must be secured prior to constructing these 
amenities.  This estimate is an approximation in c. 2003 dollars for the cost of 
implementation and does not include increases in land valuation or construction of site 
amenities beyond those listed in the spreadsheets presented in Table 9-1through  
Table 9-7. 

Two scenarios are presented in the Greenway Cost Summary (Table 9-5) and included in 
the overall Summary of Estimates (Table 9-6).  These scenarios differ in the approach to 
obtaining access to private property for recommended trails (trails not currently 
proposed in existing City, Town or County plans).  The first assumes fee-title purchase from 
willing property owners of those parcels through which the trail passes.  The second 
scenario assumes that easements can be acquired for the recommended trails.  The per-
acre price of land is assumed to be approximately the same in both scenarios since the 
land under consideration is in the floodplain and construction is restricted in this area.  
This means that the cost of the easement is equal to the cost of the land on which it lies.  
The actual costs will probably fall somewhere in between these two estimates, since 
some parcels are likely to be acquired by fee-title and others by easement.  This is 
reflected in Table 9-6 which averages the fee-title and easement estimates. 
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Table 9-7 shows a cost breakdown of the various node types, including specific site 
amenities.  The unit costs used have been compiled from either actual costs of similar 
elements in projects that have been built or are under construction or from manufacturer 
estimates.  Five types of nodes have been identified as part of the Greenway vision. 

Type A nodes are small neighborhood access points, generally located within 
neighborhood greenways or open space or where the Greenway passes through 
residential neighborhoods.  Type A nodes will typically have signs designating the 
Greenway, trail rules, and/or a map of the trail system.  Parking is not included.   

Type B nodes are community access nodes and are similar to Type A, with the addition 
of 5-10 parking spaces.   

Type C nodes are medium-sized community access nodes.  They offer signs, 10-20 
parking spaces, access to equestrian trails, and some amenities such as benches or trash 
receptacles.   

The largest nodes are Type D.  These nodes are intended for staging areas, rest areas 
and regional access.  Type D nodes have plumbing and a pre-fabricated restroom.  
Amenities at a Type D node include a drinking fountain, benches, tree plantings, and 
additional signage, perhaps within a kiosk structure and containing educational 
information on the Greenway system. 

Type E nodes occur where Greenway access points coincide with developed parks.  The 
parks are expected to provide the amenities described for a Type D node, but additional 
interpretive elements will be added to reflect the junction with the Greenway. 

The summary of Greenway costs is presented in three phases.  Phase one includes all 
trails and associated amenities required for construction of the main bikeway connection 
from the Dry Creek Parkway to the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area.  This corridor 
follows Dry Creek, Cirby Creek, Linda Creek and a tributary to Linda Creek named Swan 
Stream from the Sacramento County line to the powerline corridor between Sierra 
College Boulevard and Roseville Parkway.  East of this powerline corridor, the Greenway 
connects to a County off-street bikeway that follows a public easement through the 
Baldwin Reservoir area to FLSRA.  Phase two consists of trail segments running north from 
the Dry Creek-Cirby Creek confluence to the Secret Ravine/Miners Ravine confluence.  
From that point, one branch follows Secret Ravine to Rocklin Road and the other follows 
Miners Ravine to Sierra College Boulevard, eventually connecting the Greenway to the 
FLSRA along Douglas Boulevard.  Phase three includes many smaller segments of bike 
and equestrian trails that connect trails constructed in phases one and two to 
neighborhood bike routes, northern Placer County, and on-street bike trails.  Figure 9-1 
shows the Greenway corridor phasing plan. 

There are a total of 8 nodes in Phase 1 as follows: 2 Type A neighborhood access nodes, 
4 Type B small community access nodes, 1 Type C medium community access node and 
1 Type D regional access node. A Type D node is the most expensive at approximately 
$100,000, and a Type A node is the least expensive at $1,100.  Some segments of phase 
one trails are currently planned or under construction as part of residential developments 
along Dry Creek.  Segments known to be in some phase of construction, such as that 
associated with the Morgan Creek development, were not included in the estimates.   

Eight nodes are included in Phase 2: 5 Type A, 1 Type C, 1 Type D and 1 Type E.  Trails 
along Antelope Creek, the upper portion of Secret Ravine Creek, Cirby Creek, and 
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Clover Valley Creek are all included in phase three.  A total of 19 nodes are included in 
this phase: 11 Type A, 2 Type B, 2 Type C and 4 Type E. 
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9-1 phasing.mxd

N
IGUREF 9-1SCALE DRY CREEK GREENWAY REGIONAL VISION

1 0 1 20.5 Miles

Watershed Boundary

Nodes

hg A - Neighborhood Node, no parking

hg B - Local Node, parking

hg C - Equestrian Node

hg D - Regional Node, parking, facilities

hg E

Greenway Phasing

Phase I Trails

Phase II Trails

Phase III Trails

Trails
Greenway proposed Equestrian

Greenway Proposed Trail

Class 1 Proposed

Class 1 Existing

Class 2 Proposed

Class 2 Existing

Class 3 Proposed

Class 3 Existing

Multi-purpose (unimproved)

PHASES

I  - Dry Creek Parkway to Folsom Lake State Recreation Area (Class I bikeway & equestrian trails)

II - Secret Ravine to China Garden Rd, Miners Ravine to Sierra College Boulevard (Class I bikeway only)

III- All others.
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