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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to present information on the species, size, condition, and location of trees on
the Placer Vineyards site in Placer County, California, according to the requirements of the Placer County
Tree Preservation Ordinance (October, 1991; Chapter 36, Placer County Code).

The Placer County Tree Preservation Ordinance regulates both the removal of protected native trees and the
encroachment of construction activities into the protected zone of such trees. The defining codes of the
ordinance are:

"36.282 Tree: A tall woody plant native to California, with a single main stem or trunk at least 6" dbh, or a
multiple trunk with an aggregate of at least 10" dbh...

36.264 Protected Tree: Any tree for which a Tree Permit is required prior to any removal or Development
Activity being conducted within the Protected Zone.

36.266 Protected Zone: A circle, the radius of which is equal; to the largest radius of a Protected Tree's
Dripline plus one foot..."

METHODS

A Certified Arborist identified protected trees and noted their species, location, diameter-at-breast-height
(dbh), dripline radius, condition, and recommendations. Condition was rated according to the following
table:

Rating

Tree Health

Tree Structure

Excellent (E)
Free of any signs of stress, disease, nutrient deficiencies, or parasites. Wounds, if any, all healed
Branch structures appropriate for species. No evidence of structural failure.

Good (G)

Some evidence of stress, disease, nutrient deficiency, or parasites. Minor leaf loss or deformity. Any
wounds nearly healed, or showing satisfactory progress towards healing.

Branch structures appropriate for species. Minor structural defects (e.g. deadwood, small wounds). Low
potential for substantial structural failure.

Fair (F)

Clear evidence of stress, disease, nutrient deficiency, or parasites. Moderate loss or deformity of leaves or
buds. Wounds showing evidence of closure but with moderate amounts of exposed wood.

Moderate structural defects (e.g. substantial deadwood, large wounds, loss of large branches, imbalance in
canopy). Moderate potential for substantial structural failure.

Poor (P)

Widespread evidence of stress, disease, nutrient deficiency, or parasites. Substantial leaf loss or deformity,
bud death, or other pathology. Wounds showing little or no closure, with substantial exposed wood. High
potential for tree mortality.

Major structural defects, evidence of substantial structural failure, or substantial structural failure imminent.

In addition to the condition ratings of Excellent, Good, Fair, and Poor, intermediate ratings of Fair-to-Good
(F-G)and Fair-to-Poor (F-P), as per the Placer County Tree Preservation Ordinance, were added to the
rating scale. Other condition notes were abbreviated as follows:

BD = basal decay



TD = trunk decay

CD = co-dominant

SC = stress crack

VC = v-crotch

IB = included bark

OHW = overhead wires/ tree has been trimmed for utility clearance

? = question mark next to any condition comment or abbreviation indicates possibility only

The arborist measured tree diameters at breast-height (4 % feet above grade) with a diameter tape.

Diameter measurements were rounded down to the nearest inch, so that the dbh data represent mutually
exclusive diameter classes of one-inch increments; e.g., a tree diameter of at least 10” but less than 117
would be listed as 10”. Diameters of trees that either forked or flared at breast-height were measured below
4 Y feet, at the most cylindrical section of the trunk. The arborist installed consecutively numbered 1x3-
inch rectangular aluminum markers at approximately breast-height. Trees in groves or in off-road locations
were usually tagged on the southeast side of the trunk, whereas trees along roadways were tagged on the
side opposite the road, in order to discourage vandalism and to avoid distracting drivers.

The High School site was surveyed first, beginning in the southeast corner of the property at 6750 Dyer
Lane, approximately 1 mile west of Watt Avenue. The arborist stratified the site into 12 bands running
approximately parallel to Dyer Lane. Band ! is immediately north of the road and north of the barbed wire
fence along the south side of the property. The remaining bands are numbered consecutively to the north.
The bands are of varying widths because they are delineated on east-to-west sightline breaks through the
otherwise dense arrangement of tree trunks. The arborist surveyed the trees in each band generally in the
order of their trunk occurrence along an east-to-west meridian. The first tree occurring in each band is
tagged with its own individual survey number as well as a second tag with the band number and the range of
individual tree numbers included in that particular band. For example, tree #1 also has a tag reading ‘Band
1 (1-76), and tree #77 also has a tag reading ‘Band 2 (77-135)’, etc.

The High School site has a total of 550 trees, almost all are blue oaks (Quercus douglasii). Although this
site contains the only significant grove of blue oaks in Area 1, the blue oaks for the most part are
deteriorating due to widespread Armillaria and other wood-decaying fungi. In addition, cattle still graze
this site and there is almost no natural reproduction of the oaks occurring. The site has great potential as a
woodland park, and it makes sense environmentally that the high school site be relocated to one of the
agricultural fields immediately to the north, west, or south.

The riparian areas west of Watt Ave. and west of Palladay Rd. were flooded during the original survey and
the trees in these areas were not inventoried or numbered in the field until Summer. The remaining trees in
Area 1 occur primarily along roadsides or in small groves. The Transitional Residential sites in Area 1
contain no significant native trees, and are planted primarily in eucalyptus and other ornamentals, including
olives, pines, mulberries, citrus and other fruits, cypress, and ash.

Area 2 contains the Dry Creek riparian area, which is a mix primarily of oaks, cottonwoods, and willows,
and several Transitional Residential sites that may contain native trees and/or significant ornamental tree
species. Area 3 contains a significant grove of oaks west of Walerga Rd, but most of the trees in Area 3 are
ornamentals in the residential sections in the western edge of the overall development. The majority of
trees in these residential sections are eucalyptus species (primarily blue gums) but may contain trees of
significant landscape or historic value.
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