
COUNTY 

Lac 
- 'OMMEND 

In the matter of a Commendahon honorlng 
the Old Fru~tvale School Commun~ly History 
&Agrlculture Project lor belng selected to recclve 
the Governor's Historic Preservat~on Award lor 2006 

Whereas, the Governor's Histonc Preservation Awards are presented annually under the sponsorship of 
the State Office of H~storic Preservation (OHP) to organlzatlons or publlc agencies whose contributions 
demonstrate notable achievements in preserving the heritage of Califomla; and 

Whereas, the purpose of the Governor's Historic Preservation Award is to recognize meaningful 
achievements In h~storlc preservation and to increase publ~c awareness, apprec~ation, and support for 
hlstoric preservation throughout the state, and 

Whereas, the Old Frultvale School- Community History & Agriculture Project was one of two projects 
~n Placer County to be norn~nated by the Histoncal Advlsory Board and selected for this prest~gious 
award in 2006; a rare and special honor; and 

Whereas, the Old Frultvale School was orlgmally built In 1889 on land donated berween 1882 and 1889 
by Larlun Green Fowler, and 

Whereas, it IS the last remalnlng country school m the area stlll open to the publ~c and hosting publlc 
events, and 

Whereas, there were generally around twenty chldren attendmg school at any Qven t~me m the one- 
room classroom wth students rangurg m age and class level up through the e~ghth grade, and 

Whereas, fac~llt~es were moderate w th  no Indoor plumblng or running water so pla~nly marked "G~rls" 
and "Boys" outhouses were used as restrooms and dnnklng water was pumped by hand kom the well 
outs~de, and 

Whereas, the e t h c  population of ch~ldren at Fru~tvale School was pr~manly Bnt~sh, Danlsh, 
Portuguese, Ital~an, and Japanese, and 

Whereas, the role of the school was to educate and Integrate the chlldren Into then new country, and 

Whereas, the schoolhouse funchoned as a commun~ty school up unhl 11 closed m 1946 when the Lmcoln 
School D~stnct began buslng the counq chlldren to Lmcoln to attend school, and 

I 
Whereas, m the text of the plaque bestowed upon the schoolhouse the governor wrote, "Thu 1889 one- 
room schoolhouse demonstrates how a bulldlng preservation project can unlte a community to preserve 
stones and a van~sh~ng l~festyle " and 

Whereas, the building was used for community potlucks and functions until the Fruitvale Commun~ty I bought h e  building in 1971 for $50 and with the help of donations and volunteers, restored the building 
:serve its h~story The 
ving History'' progrm 

: school is currently used for special event 
m and a unique agricultural propam call 

s and educat~on 
ed "Farmer to 1 

programs including 
'anner" sponsoring 

farmers &om ~ u l ~ & a  invited to the area onan ~n tema t ioh  Exchange propam to vlsit loci  ranches, 
farms and agricultural organizat~ons. 

Now Therefore Let It Be Know That, on th~s  1 9 ~  day of December, 2006 the Placer County Board of 
Supervisors takes great pleasure In hononng the Old Fru~tvale School Community History & Agnculture 
Project for being selected to recelve the Governor's Hlstor~c Preservat~on Award for 2006 and presents 
thls Commendation wth great pnde to Lyndell Grey on behalf of the Old Fru~tvale School Commun~ty 
Hlstory & Agnculture Project 

Bill Santucc~ 
Cha~rman 

Robert M. Weygandt 
Supervisor, Dishlct 2 

Jim Holmes 
Supervisor, D ~ m c t  3 

Vacant 
Superv~sor, Dlstnct 4 
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