
M E M O R A N D U M  

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
County of Placer 

TO: BOARD OF SU RVISORS 3.9 DATE: August 7, 2007 

FROM: KEN GREHM? BOB COSTA f ib  
SUBJECT: STORMWATER QUALITY PROGRAM SIGNATURE AUTHORITY 

ACTION REQUESTED 1 RECOMMENDATION 
Adopt a Resolution designating the Public Works Director to act as Program Administrator and grant 
signature authority in matters of communication with the State Regional Water Quality Control Boards 
and Water Resources Control Board. 

BACKGROUND l SUMMARY 
Placer County is subject to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater 
municipal program requirements. The program strives to reduce pollution in stormwater by requiring 
the County to educate its population, reduce its own contribution to pollution, and enforce a general 
prohibition against discharge of contaminants into the stormdrain. 

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board designated NPDES Phase 2 municipal permit 
coverage in 2003 for the western region of Placer County. Since 1990, the Lake Tahoe basin has been 
permitted by the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Lahontan) under the NPDES Phase 
1 program. Lahontan has recently designated NPDES Phase 2 permit coverage for Placer County's 
portion of the Truckee River watershed, effective in December 2007. 

For each of the permit areas, the County must develop and implement a State-approved Stormwater 
Quality Management Plan, and must prepare an annual report describing progress toward achievement 
of the plan goals. The Department of Public Works has been designated responsibility for 
administration of the stormwater quality program for the County, and for the preparation, 
implementation, and oversight of the management plans and associated reporting requirements. Many 
other County departments provide program support and share responsibility for implementation of the 
numerous management plan tasks and activities. 

The State requires that we designate responsible parties for program implementation, and with 
appropriate signature authority. Currently, the County Executive Officer (CEO) has signature authority 
for the western region Phase 2 permit program, and the Public Works Director has authority for the 
Tahoe Phase 1 permit program; none has been designated for the Truckee River Phase 2 permit as the 
program is still being developed. Frequent submittals and communications with the Regional Boards 
make it impractical to solicit approvals and signatures from the Board of Supervisors or CEO. To create 
consistency and improve efficiencies, signature authority for the Director of Public Works is requested 
for all NPDES permit-related matters between the County and State. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
The Stormwater Quality Program is exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15308, 'Actions by 
Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment'. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
The Department of Public Works' budget for the Stormwater Quality Program administration and 
implementation for FY 07/08 is $1 . I 6  million. Approval of the proposed action will have no measurable 
impact on the annual budget. 



Before the Board of Supervisors 
County of Placer, State of California 

In the matter of: A RESOLUTION Resol. No: ................................... 
DESIGNATING NATIONAL POLLUTANT 
DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM Ord. No: ........................................ 
STORMWATER PROGRAM ADMINISTRATIVE 
RESPONSIBILITY TO THE DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS AND GRANTING SIGNATURE First Reading: .......................................... 
AUTHORITY 

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors 

of the County of Placer at a regular meeting held , 

by the following vote on roll call: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Signed and approved by me after its passage. 

Attest: 
Clerk of said Board 

Chairman, Board of Supervisors 

WHEREAS, portions of Placer County are subject to National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Quality Permits issued by the State of 
California, and 

WHEREAS, said permits require regular communications and reporting between the 
County and State, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of 
the County of Placer, State of California, that this Board designates the Director 
of Public Works administrative responsibility for NPDES Stormwater Quality 
Permit Programs and grants signature authority to same for all permit-related 
matters between the County and State. 
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