
MEMORANDUM
i. OFFICE OF THE

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF PLACER

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors

FROM: Robert M. Weygandt, Supervisor, District 2

DATE: June 23, 2009

SUBJECT: REVENUE SHARING - Approve appropriation of $250 in Revenue
Sharing monies to the Placer Nature Center to assist students with
educational field trip scholarships, as requested by Supervisor Weygandt.
($250).

ACTION REQUESTED

. Approve appropriation of $250 in Revenue Sharing monies to the Placer Nature Center
to assist students with educational field trip scholarships, as requested by Supervisor
Weygandt ($250).

BACKGROUND/COMMUNITY BENEFITS: In approving the following contributions, the
Placer County Board of Supervisors finds that each and every approved' contribution
serves a public purpose by promoting the general welfare of the County and its
inhabitants therefore a benefit results to the County.

The Board of Supervisors is being asked to approve appropriations to help fund the
Placer Nature Center to assist students with field trip scholarships to the Placer Nature
Center. The Placer Nature Center is staffed by volunteers who donate their time to
lead school children through science learning and nature hikes as a part of their school
field trips. The Nature Center serves over 10,000 community members annually from
all Supervisory Districts. Due to budget cuts, several enrichment programs are being
cut including field trips for students to the Placer Nature Center. The funds designated
towards this organization will be used to support the cost of the school field trips.

FISCAL IMPACT

Funds are available in the Revenue Sharing budget.



.PLACER NATURE CENTER
. " . '.

.j

March 30, 2009

Supervisor Jim Holmes

.Plat~r CountyBoal~dof Supervisors.

·175 Flliweiller Ave
AubUi"u;CA 95602

Dear Jim: , '.

. Here is the chaileng~. Will you help us raise $5,000 ($1,000 from each Board .
.' .m~inber' s Reverme, Sharing Fund) to provide scholarships to students for visits to
.RIacer NatureCenter em schab! field trips? Where the State takes away.-you/we .

will give ~ so thatnochildis lift behind or lift insidewhen nature is here - ready to
opehthe child's eyes to curiosity, wonder and joy for learning. .

. - -. .' ~ ",.', ' . , ..... . "...." '. .'. .' . . ' .... . . . .'

..". . . . . - .

We herein request thatyou make the "No Child Left Inside" pledge toPNC arid. .
make a $1,000 one.time gift of Revenue Sharing Funds t~ enable a child to participate
in a school field tripto Placer Nature Center. If youwish,'we can targetthe funds to
students in schools within your Supervisorial District. 100% of the Revenue Sharing

grantwill be used to support thecost of school fieldtrips', $S ,000 will pay the tour

fees'for 830 children. For everygrant..of $180, a classroom of 30 children @$6,00

per child (PNCfield trip fee fora 3 hour thematic program) will have the.

opportunity to come toPNC! A $1,000 grant from your Revenue Sharing Fund will

enable 167 children or S-6 classrooms of children to visit Placer Nature Center.

What a wonderful investment in children, education and oUf futurel

As you well know, Placer Nature ,Center is a nonprofit organization with a simple

.mission: to give children the opportunity to learn in their environment and

'.' It is ~ beautiful spring time; but a challenging time for Placer Nature Center and

shIdents of the County. As youweH know, public schools inCalifornia have taken an
. $8 billion hit with budget crisis. Over 26,000~eache~s~illrec~ive"pinkslips": '.

becaus,e of the State's Jinancial meltdown.' EnrIchment programs- thatfeatur~so... '

'. critically in a child'sdevd~pinentar~'being cut: .. ,among those 'cuts~ fi~ld:tripsfor> '.

" . students to Placet'NatureCenter. Wewoulcllilze you to dedicate RevenueShati~g.....

Fuudsfoa:projectt:hat will ensure that 8;000 children (atmually)will contin~e t~
.. recCivequality science enrichment lessons at Placer Nature Center. ForI8 yeats'

.. students and teachers have' depended on' Placer Nature Center for ~pportunities to be .'
active scienceand~nviro~lllenta:llearners.Let's not letthe budgeterisis deny' '.
children this essential educationalexperience! ....• .. . . . '. .... , .

l'



.' . , . .... " . . ..'.. .: " . ,'. ,

experiencena,ture first-hand. We serve children from throughout Placer County. Pl~cer

. Nature Center was founded in response to significant research findings: Studies show that

thel-eis asiDalejaetorthat strongly determinesaperson's interest in adopting behavi~rs to

prot~ct the environment. That singlefactor is co~ta~twith ~1Qture as a child. Le(s keep nature'

'learnirigexperiences 'alive for children who must grow 'upin our increasi~gly urbanized and •...
electronically driven sOciety: , .. . '. . ..' .. .....

.... Since1992,PlacerNatlireGent~rhas connected b\rer200,OOOchildrenwiththeout~bf-'. '..
. door~ where'theyJ~ani s'cience, ~l1joynatur~,'exi)~rienc:e ttear~work, and developcuriosity, .. '

, Jt is also "\¥here tile seedsohtew<u"dshiF arepLmted. Wecet:~brateYOll[ pal'tnersbjpwith '.•.

.., .f>la.cerNature CenteraIld schoolsthroughoutolirCounty.·ThankyouforrnakiIlgapledgeto'
.' give ~very child access to academIc entichmentai1d~ature, ..' . .' . .
'. " . .. , ' . '..' , . " . . .~ .

'.!'.

":",

, . .' .' ..

Pleas~generouslyshaieyourDistric'esRevenueSharingFundsV{ith the children of ~later, ....

...... '... ,CoUrity:',W'e .teachsci~r:ce,'physicsand ,en~itoIime~talawareness, Our prbgramscolltribllt~.· .' ...•.• '.:' .
", ,tC) en,h~~ce~acadenJ.ic perf?rmimce ir.-sdenpe an~acro~s the acadertlic curricula, .

. ...~

.•.. W~. ~l:egrat~fulforall th~supp()r~ yo~ hive p~;()~idedtopiacerNatlireCenterinthe 'pasL

'.' Duringthisparticularlychallengingt~me,we 'hope that youwillbeableto~ontinueto.'.
,pr()Videsupportfortheeducatio~1~1 ne,edsofouryoujg citiz\ns:" "...

. Sincerely, '_",.,,/'-\ ... ' \/ ',' t/ ')', 'i\ .

(/':'/' <'\'(\\{.J.J\(.' i/ ~0jJ
Y

,/ .;~f/4~;;'~:;'''~ (;. . ...... >./r ',' L.'~1o/'~ '(\
/

-/ t i . n,",
1/ ..,' . . . 1 '.' '--4
i; /' ,. ,'-.' . --\ ·,r·,·

Placer Natu're Center Board of Directors '. I

ByLeslieWarrell, E~ecutiveDirector . f
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