
MEMORANDUM
OFFICE OF THE

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF PLACER

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors

FROM: Robert M. 'Weygandt, Supervisor District 2
. Mike Boyle, Assistant County Executive Officer

DATE: July 7,2009

SUBJECT: COMMENDATION - Present a Commendation recognizing Justin Coupe and
Palmer Taylor, along with their film crew, for the valuable work dedicated to
creating the documentary film, "Rivers of a Lost Coast" that focuses on preserving
the treasured sport of fly fishing and the environmental trials facing steelhead and
salmon fly fishing along the Northern California Coastline.

ACTION REQUESTED

Present a Commendation recognizing Justin Coupe and Palmer Taylor, along with their film crew,
for the valuable work dedicated to creating the documentary film, "Rivers of a Lost Coast" that
focuses on preserving the treasured sport of fly fishing and the environmental trials facing
steelhead and salmon fly fishing along the Northern California Coastline.

BACKGROUND/COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Executive Producer, Justin Coupe has been a resident of western Placer County for over 35
years. His interest in preserving our natural resources and the popular sport of fly fishing
sparked his desire to produce a documentary depicting the trials facing steelhead fly fishing
along the Northern California Coastline and the rapidly fading life style of avid "Anglers" in
California.

The film focuses on the lives of two legendary anglers, Bill Schaadt and Ted Lindner. Once
very close friends, they became fierce competitors through their mutual passions to be the best,
"Angler" on the west coast. These two men were considered the two most successful and
dedicated anglers ever known to fly fishing between the 1940's - 1990's. However, due to the
spiraling decline of salmon and steelhead along the Northern California Coastline, this once
popular life style and sport is rapidly declining.

A 2009 study by UC Davis and CalTrout, predicted California will lose 65% of its native salmon,
steelhead and trout in the next 100 years. In an effort to reverse this prediction through
conservation and education efforts, "Rivers of the Lost Coast" was made with the cooperation
of the California Department of Fish and Game and Peter Moyle of UC Davis. It has also been
endorsed by the national conservation organizations American Rivers, Trout Unlimited, The
Federation of Fly Fishers, The Wild Salmon, The Wild Steelhead Coalition, and The Native Fish
Society.

FISCAL IMPACT
None

J



In the Maller of a Commendation recognizing Justin Coupe and Palmer Taylor, along with their
film crew, for the valuable work they dedicated to creating the documentary film, "Rivers of a Lost Coast"
that focuses on preserving the treasured sport of fiy fishing and the environmental trials facing
steelhead and salmon fiy fishing along the Northern California Coastline.

Whereas; Executive ?roducer, Jeff Coupe has lived in western Placer County for over 35 years; and

Whereas; through his own passion for history and the desire to preserve our natural resources and the recreational
opportunities they afford our residents and visitors of California, the documentary, "Rivers of a Lost Coast" was
filmed with the goal of capturing a unique part of history in California that is quickly fading away; and

Whereas the "Rivers of a Lost Coast" film depicts the life and times of legendary "Anglers" that revolutionized the
sport ofsteelliead fly flshing along the Northern California Coastline; and

Whereas, the film focuses on three major rivers, the Russian River, the Smith River and the Eel River; and

Whereas, the film emphasizes the historical life style centered around the natural wonders of the northern coastline
rivers and the life styles attached to the sport of fly fishing, while also stimulating audiences to act on the need to
preserve our natural resources before our wildlife and their habitats are permanently destroyed; and

Whereas; the main characters portrayed in the film are mythical legend, Bill Schaadt and his well known
competitor Ted Lindner; and

Whereas; once exceptionally close friends, these two legendary anglers became fierce competitors over a feud that
emerged between them that was fueled by their mutual passion to be the best "Angler" on the west coast; and

Whereas; from the 1940's - 1990's, Bill Schaadt and Ted Lindner were two of the most successful and dedicated
anglers ever known to fly fishing; and

Whereas; the documentary is narrated throughout by, Golden Globe nominee and Emmy Award winning film star,
Tom Skerritt; and

Whereas, by the early 1980' s, California's coastal fisheries found themselves caught in a spiraling decline of the
salmon and steelliead populations; and

Whereas, "Rivers of a Lost Coast" uses the stories and passions of Bill Schaadt and Ted Lindner to depict some of
the resources that we have lost but are desperately trying to regain through conservation and education-efforts; and

Whereas, it is predicted that California will lose 65% of its native salmon, steelliead and trout in the next 100
years; and

Whereas, in ali: effort to reverse these drastic predictions, state and federal agencies agreed upon complete closure
of ocean and recreational ocean fishing off the California coast in 2008 and 2009; and

Whereas, this documentary is intended to stir the desire to protect our natural amenities that have been
compromised and endangered by the misuse of man and erosion of natural habitat so that future generations can
also enjoy the sport of fly fishing and other recreational opportunities available along our Northern California
Coastline.

Now, Therefore, Let It Be Known That the Placer County Board of Supervisors takes great pleasure in
commending Justin Coupe, Palmer Taylor and their film crew for their work to create the documentary film,
"Rivers of a Lost Coast" and their efforts to preserve our Northern California Coastline for fly fishing and other
recreational activities popular along our rivers, streams and coastline.
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