PLACER COUNTY
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES

MEMORANDUM

To: Honorable Board of Supervisors

From: Thomas Miller, County Executive Officer/Director of Emergency Services
by: Rui Cunha, Program Manager, Office of Emergency Services

Date: November 3, 2009

Subject: Adopt a Resolution terminating the Proclamation of Local Emergency initially

' made by the Director of Emergency Services, Thomas M. Miller, on August 30,
2009 and reaffirned by your Board on September 2, 2009.

REQUESTED ACTION

Adopt a Resolution terminating the Proclamation of Local Emergency initially made by the Director
of Emergency Services, Thomas M. Milter, on August 30, 2008 and reaffirmed by your Board on
September 2, 2009.

SACKGROUND

Section B630 of the California Gevernment Code (CGC 8630) stipulates that only your Board or an
official designatad by ordinance adopted by your Board is authorized to proclaim existence of a
local emergency. On Sunday August 30, 2008, when the Beard of Supervisors was not in session,
Thomas M. Miller, the County Executive Officer, acting in his capacity as Director of Emergency
Services, a position designated in County Ordinance 2 88.060, proclaimed the existence of a local
emergency in response to what was designated the "49 Fire”

On September 2, 2009 your Board, acting in special session, ratified by resolution Mr. Miller's
proclamation in the first of five successive biweekly resolutions (as required by CGC 8630) which
have extended the existence of a state of emergency to today, November 3, 2008. As a result of
your Board’s proclamation of September 2, 2009, the Governor also declared existence of a state
of emergency in Placer County which has aliowed the County to seek cost recovery for the
extraordinary costs incurred from both fire response and recovery. Most importantly, recovery
activities included fire debris removal.

The 49 Fire, now determined to have been started by an act or acts of arson, caused the total
destruction of 83 residences, three businesses, and partial destruction or damage to numerous
- other businesses and residences. The fire avea consurned approximately 350 acres north and
east of the intersection of Highway 49 and Rock Creek Road in north Aubum,

In order to assist residents and businesses in the aftermath of the fire, Placer County staff was
invoived in and coordinated numerous recovery actions and activities:

O

Initial response by County Damage Assessment and Safety Assessment Teams quickly
provided an Initial Damage Estimate (IDE) which was critical in expediting, through the
Governor's Office, approval by the Small Business Administration (SBA) for implernentation
of its program to provide low interest loans to both homeowners and businesses affected
by the fire.

A Local Assistance Center (LAC) was established at the DeWitt Center and opened only
two days after the fire and remained open for a total of five days. All pertinent County staff,
11 state agencies, Red Cross and Salvation Army in addition to several insurance
companies were represented and provided a “one-stop shopping” environment for fire
victims to begin their own recovery and rebuilding processes. A total of 83 homeowners,
renters and small business owners and their friends and family members used the LAC.
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o As of this writing, Placer County residents have cleared debris from 82 of 83 residential
properties and from 7 of the most significantly damaged business properties. The
remaining property is expected to be complete prior to this Board action. Placer County
provided assistance to fire victims in debris removal. Fire detritus, a potential public health
threat due 1o the presence of hazardous or contaminated ash, was cleaned in large part by
preperty owners through their insurance companies. However, there were persons under-
insurad or without insurance, and in order t¢ help reduce costs for these and others, a "hin
program” was established whereby large trash bins (provided by Aubum Flacer Disposal
Services) were placed near properties and used for hauling away debris and ash. Only two
owners who used the program were uninsured, and the County will seek reimbursement of
those costs through the California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA).

o The SBA Disaster Loan Assistance Center operation was set up by September 10 and
remained in operation untd October 1. A total of 17 homeowners and 4 businesses
completed loan applications and as of last week, the SBA has approved loans to 6
homeowners and 3 businesses valued at over $1.5 millien (approximately $650,800 to
hemeowners and $900,600 to businesses).

o Cost recovery remains ongoing and the County has completed the important first step,
Applicant's Briefings, for both the California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA)
reimbursements (helps public agencies with recovery costs) and for the Fire Management
Assistance Grant (FMAG) {(helps public agencies with response costs) that was initiated
during the fire by Cal EMA on behalf of the County.

o There will be two After Action Reviews (AAR) for the 48 Fire. One will concentrate on
response activities involving the disciplines of fire, law enforcement, emergency medical
services, animal services, and emergency services. A recovery AAR is scheduled for
November 4, and wilt focus on recovery activities involving, among other things, set up and
operation of the Local Assistance Center and on debris removal activities. It will involve
representatives of all County Departments and Agencies involved.

The total damage caused by the 49 Fire is estimated by the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE} at over $4C million. Placer County did incur costs in response and
recovery efforts.  Preliminary County cost estimates are expected to remain under $200,000 and
all cost are expected to be eligible for reimbursement at a rate of $.7%/dollar under the California
Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA). In addition Placer County will request full cost recovery through
its 2010 legislative platform which will be brought to the Board for approvai at the December 8
Board meeting. Recovery will be requested for all remaining unreimbursed, uninsured fire
response costs as well as for lost property taxes.

Your resolution today officially terminates the local emergency, indicating that the County of Placer
is able to manage any further response or recovery efforts with its normal services, personnel,
equipment and facilities.

FISCAL IMPACT

By your action on September 2, 2009 and by the subsequent Governor's Proclamation, Placer
County is eligible for cost recovery for up te 75% of uninsured costs of response, damage and
debris removal.

This action to terminate the Declaration of Local Emergency does not impact ongoing cost
recovery actions, and there is no direct impact to the General Fund as a result of this action.

Attachments
Resclution terminating the September 2, 2009 Declaration of Local Emergency
Copy of the September 2, 2009 Declaration
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California

In the matter of: Resol. No:
A RESOLUTION TERMINATING THE LOCAL

EMERGENCY PROCLAIMED BY THE BOARD

OF SUPERVISORS ON SEPTEMBER 2, 2009

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County
of Placer at a regular meeting held NOVEMBER 3, 2009 by the following vote on roll call:

Ayes;
Noes:
Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage.

Chair, Board of Supervisars
Attest:
Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the California Government Code aka the
*California Emergency Services Act” confers upon the governing bodies of the political
subdivisions of this state emergency powers necessary to protect health and safety and
preserve lives and property; and

WHEREAS, On August 30, 2009, when the Board of Supervisors was not in session,
Thomas M. Miller, County Executive Officer, acting as the Director of Emergency Services
and exercising the authority granted to that position by the Board in County Code §
2.88.060, proclaimed the existence of a local emergency in response to conditions of
extreme peril to the safety of persons and property caused by the “49 Fire™; and

WHEREAS, On September 2, 2009 acting in special session, vour Board ratified by
resolution Mr. Miller’s proclamation in the first of what were five successive biweekly
resolutions {per the requirements of CGC 8630) each of which stated: "the governing body
shall review, at least every 14 days until such emergency is terminated, the need for
continuing the local emergency; and

WHEREAS, Placer County Code § 2.88.060, also states that the Board of Supervisors shall

“prociaim the termination of the jocal emergency at the earliest possible date that conditions
warrant”; and
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WHEREAS, the situation resuiting from said conditions of extreme peril is now deemed to
be within the control of normal protective services, personnel, eguipment, and facilities of
and within the County of Placer;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisars of the County of Placer does hereby proclaim
the termination of the local emergency.
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California

in the matter of: Resol. Mo zonz-237

A RESOLUTION RATIFYING | THE Relajed to Ord. Noo -
PROCLAMATION OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY BY
THE DMRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES

The {fokowng Rescluton was duly passed by the Board ot Supénasors of the County
of Placer at a'regular meetng held 00 5-7-2005

by the follewang vote cr rob call:

e WEYCAWDT, HOLMES, UHLER, HONTGOMERY, ROCKHOLM
MNres: st
Absant: ML
igred and spproved by me alier ns passage e ,_,-‘- )
N

. b S
. & 1’-'...-,'! N
A R e

e REINMED bodrl:i, of Supervisors

Ariest
‘ 1m:’k'3 "-; "er
VL eave EF i

VWHEREAS. the California Government Code 8550, the Caifornia Emergency Services Act,
confers vpon the gowverrang hodes of the pelnical subdeasions of the slate emergency
povenrs necessary to protect health and satety and preserve hves and property and

WHEREAS, Calitorua Government Code 88340 state that “laihenever a ioca) emergency is
proclaimed by an offical designated by ordinance, the lacal emergency shall not remamn in

effect for 2 penod in excess of seven days unless w has be ratified by the governing nody.”
L

WHEREAS, Placer County Code, 2.88 060, cmpowers the Director of Emcrgency Services 1o
proclann the existence of threatencd existence of o local emergency wher s county
affgciad or hkely 10 be aftected by a poubhe calarmity, and
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RESOLUTION #  5579-297

; : Paue 2

NMHEREAS, Placer County Code, 2.83.080 further requires that the Board of Supervisors
take action to ratify 1he sad proclamaton wathen sesen (70 days thereafrer, or the
proclamation shall have no furthar force or effect, and that they shall review at least cvery

fouarteen (141 days untl such local emergency 15 termunated, tho need for continuing the local
2IMergency, anc

WWHEREAS, a local emergency was deemed 1o exist an the County of Placer in accordance
with the prociamation Dy the Durector of Emergency Services on August 30, 2009 as a resuit
of conditions of extreme peril 1o the safety of persuns and property that arcse with the
caunty caused by wildfire. at which tme the Board of Sopervisors was not in sassion thar
the aforesaid conditions of extreme penl warrant and necessitate the prociamation of the
exisience of a local emergency;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESQOLVED. that the Board of Supervisors of the Counrty of Placer.
State of Cahfornia hereby ratihes the proclamation of focal smergency and said local

smergency shall be deemed 10 centingeg until itg termmmanon 1s proclaimed by tke Board of
SuUpersors;

BC I FURTHER RESCOLWVED that the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Placer shall certty this adoption of the resoluton, and the cernted copy of this resoluton
shall be forwarded o the Durector of the Gowverncor's Califorma Ermergency WManagement
Agency

A



PROCLAMATION OF LOCAL ERMERGERNCY

WHEREAS California Government Code, § 8550, the Califarria Emergency Services Act,
confers upon the govemning bodies of the poltical subdivisions of this state emergency
POWErs necessary {0 protect health and safety and preserve lives and property; and

WHEREAS California Government Code, § B630 states that "a local emergency may be

proclaimed only by the govemning body of & county, city and county, or city or by an official
so designated by ordinance adopted by such goveming body.”, and

WHEREAS Placer County Code, Chapter 2 empowers the Rirector of Emergency Services
to proclaim the existence or threatenad existence of a local emergency when this county is
affected or likely 10 be affected by a public calammty and the Board of Supeniscrs is not in
session, subject to ratification by the Board of Supervisors within seven days and
reaffimation every 14 days thereafter until such tocal emergancy is terminated; and

WHEREAS the Director of Emergency Services of the County of Placer does
hereby find:

That conditions of extreme penl to the safety of persons and property have ansen
within this county, caused by a fire in the area of State Highway 49 and Bell Road
commencing on or about 2:30 PM  on August 30, 2009 which at the time of this

proclamation has consumed over 30 hormes, numeraus businesses and open
space, and,

That the Baard of Supervisors of the County of Placer is not in session and cannot
immediately be called into session;

Thal the aforesaid conditions of exitreme pernl warmant and necessitate the
proclamation of the existence of a local emergency,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY PROCLAIMED that a local emergsncy now exists
throughout this county, and

IT 1S FURTKER PROCLAIRMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of said lacal
emargency lhe powers, functions, and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and
the emergency organization of the county shall be those prescribed by slate law, and by
ardinance and resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors, and by the

Flacer County and Placer Gperalional Area Emergency Operations Plan, as approved by
the Board of Supervisors, May 11, 2004.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this declaration be forwarded to the Govemnor of

Catiformia with a request that he proclaim the County of Placer to be in a state of
amergency.

Dated: Aug 30, 2009 By:ﬂz\—” ’\d\ : W

Director of Emergency Services
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