
PLACER COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Thomas M. Miller, County Executive Officer 
by Rui Cunha, Assistant Director of Emergency Services 

DATE: June 21,2011 

SUBJECT: Approve projects to be funded from the Secure Rural Schools & Community 
Self-Determination Act of 2000 and the Emergency Economic Stabilization 
Act of 2008 and authorize 45 day public noticing of the County's intent to 
use these funds. 

ACTION REQUESTED 

1. Approve three projects, to be funded by previously approved federal funds, from the 
Secure Rural Schools & Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 (HR 2389) Title III 
discretionary funds, in the amount of $35,000 for: 

o Biomass program management - $25,000 
o Funding match for an Air Pollution Control District grant - $5,000 
o Updating the Biomass strategic plan - $5,000 

2. Approve three projects from the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, Title "' 
discretionary funds, in the amount of $65,000 for: 

o Fire mitigation program oversight - $40,000 
o Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) for rural Lincoln - $15,000 
o Search and Rescue Operations on Federal Lands - $10,000 

3. Authorize a 45 day public noticing of the planned use of those funds for each project 
listed above. 

BACKGROUND 

Public Laws: 
The Secure Rural Schools & Community Self-Determination Act HR 2389 or Public Law (PL) 
106-393, was enacted by Congress in October 2000 to offset the effects of decreased revenues 
in rural counties caused by declining timber harvests and the decrease of income generating 
activities on federal lands. It provided qualifying counties with predictable funding for rural 
schools and roads for federal fiscal years (FFY) 2001 through 2006 and it was extended by 
Congress to include FFY 2007. However, a restriction on current spending of PL 106-393 
funds is that expenses can only be on any or all previously approved methods or projects. The. 
projects recommended for this year under PL 106-393 meet current restrictions. 

In October, 2008, Congress enacted the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (PL 
110-343) in which was included a reauthorization of the timber tax funded "Secure Rural 
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Schools" program. However, when compared to PL 106-393, this law has a significantly lower 
level of funding and restricted funding uses. The projects herein recommended under PL 110-
343 meet current restrictions. 

Recommended use of funds: 

PL 106-393: The three projects recommended for funding concern (1) management of the 
County's biomass utilization program for FY 2011-2012, (2) using funds as a "match" to an Air 
Pollution Control District (APCD) grant in order to attract further funding, and (3) funding the 
update to the Biomass Strategic Plan. In summary, funds are to be allocated as shown: 

• . Biomass Program Management -
• APCD Grant Match -
• Biomass Strategic Plan Formulation -

$25,000 
$ 5,000 
$ 5,000 
$35,000 

PL 110-343: Staff recommends the following uses of funds the result of which increases the 
protection of people and properties from wildfires and supports the Sheriffs Office search and 
rescue program. In summary, funds are to be allocated as indicated: 

• Fire Mitigation Coordinator -
• CWPP for Lincoln FSC -
• Search and Rescue on Federal Land 

$40,000 
$15,000 
$10,000 
$65,000 

A more detailed description of the projects is attached 

Upon approval by your Board, staff will commence the required 45-day public noticing period 
and return to your Board in August with any input from the community and to request final 
approval of planned expenditures. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no impact to the General Fund as a result of these actions. There is adequate fund 
balance in Placer County's Forest Reserve Title III fund to support these activities. 

Attachments 

Description of recommended projects to receive Title III discretionary funds support 
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Secure Rural Schools & Community Self-Determination Act Reauthorization 
FY 2011-2012 Recommended Projects 

June 21, 2011 

PL 106-393: 

PROJECT #1: BIOMASS PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 

Issue/Background: This project continues funding for a County biomass program manager who, 
since 2006, works with the Wildfire Protection and Biomass Policy Advisory group. The biomass 
Program researches the feasibility of and options for removing flammable, woody materials from 
forests and wildland urban interface (WUI) areas. This "biomass;" if economically and 
environmentally viable, will be used in energy production or in other environmentally-safe ways. 

The program creates economic value for the community by converting the "slash" (woody by
product of fire fuels reduction) into clean fuel for use in energy production. In addition, fire fuels 
reduction efforts make communities safer, forests healthier, and by reducing open burning, 
improve air quality. Activities comply with the Placer County five-year biomass strategic plan. 

Other . Alternatives: Program management would have to be delegated to other staff as an 
additional duty with potentially detrimental effects on the program. 

Responsible Office: Planning Department 

Cost Estimate: $25,000 

Benefit: Efficient and responsive implementation of the Placer County biomass program. 

PROJECT #2: AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT (APCD) GRANT MATCH 

Issue/Background: This project provides $5,000 in matching funds for an already-approved 
APCD grant. The $40,000 total clean air grant project is for removal in lieu of burning woody 
biomass from within the North Tahoe Fire Protection District. Drop sites will be provided for 
residents where biomass materials resulting from defensible space clearing is picked up, treated, 
transported and sold to biomass-supported energy producing facilities. 

Other Alternatives: None - there is no other funding available for this program. 

Responsible Office: Planning Department 

Cost Estimate: $5,000 

Benefit: Improved fire protection by increasing defensible space, while residual by-products are 
used in an environmentally friendly manner. 

PROJECT #3: BIOMASS STRATEGIC PLAN 

Issue/Background: This project provides $5,000 for additional time and resources needed to 
update the wildfire protection aspects of the Biomass Strategic plan. While the entire Strategic Plan 
will be updated by the Biomass Program Manager, the wildfire protection portion will need to be 
developed by the Fire Mitigation Coordinator. That will ensure that all facets of the biomass 
program are correctly and effectively linked. 

Other Alternatives: None - there is no other funding available for this update. 

Responsible Office: Planning Department 

Cost Estimate: $5,000 

Benefit: Updated and improved fire protection planning and coordination. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS 

PL 110-343: 

PROJECT #1: FIRE MITIGATION COORDINATOR 

Issue/Background: This project continues to fund the Placer County Fire Mitigation Coordinator, a 
part time contract position, for 597 hours in 2011/2012. The Coordinator represents the County 
with citizen groups, fire safe councils, the Fire Safe Alliance and fire departments/districts involved 
in planning wildfire protection. He assists with public education, fire mitigation project planning and 
implementation as well as coordination between professional and community organizations in 
implementing fuel reductions. The Coordinator seeks is building a community-based fire mitigation 
vision with consistent goals. 

Other Alternatives: Allow fire mitigation departments, districts, fire safe councils, etc. to operate 
alone. However, this method forfeits optimization of programming and scarce funding. 

Responsible Office: Office of Emergency Services 

Cost Estimate: $40,000 

Benefit: Better informed, safer, more resilient communities with coordinated fire mitigation 
. activities, implemented in accordance with planned and mutually agreed priorities. 

PROJECT #2: COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLAN (CWPP) FOR GREATER 
LINCOLN 

Issue/Background: This project provides funding to complete a CWPP for the greater Lincoln area. 
At the same time and using the same consultant, all other CWPP's will be updated using previously 
approved but not yet spent Title III funding. By the end of the fiscal year, Placer County will have 
up to date CWPP's for all four fire safe councils that reflect work already accomplished, new 
projects that have been added, "and new priorities that will help ensure safety of both people and 
property throughout the unincorporated County. 

Other Alternatives: Rely solely on CAL FIRE defensible space inspections; increase public 
education outreach and handouts and rely on individual property owners. 

Responsible Office: CAL FIRE/Placer County OES 

Cost Estimate: $15,000. 

Benefit: Programmatic, optimized work prioritization, and best management of scarce funding. 

PROJECT #3: SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) OPERATIONS ON FEDERAL LANDS 

Issue/Background: This project makes funds available to support search and rescue operations 
(performed primarily by local volunteers) on federal land. The funding covers SAR costs such as 
fuel, equipment and supplies, maps, and food for personnel as well as for search and rescue 
animals. 

Other Alternatives: Conduct federal land SAR without reimbursement, but that puts future 
operational capability in jeopardy. 

Responsible Office: Placer County Sheriff's Office " 

Cost Estimate: "$10,000. 

Benefit: Defrays operational costs, allows continuation of the SAR program and ensures proper 
equipment, supplies and other resources continue to be available in to the future. 
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