MEMORANDUM
PLACER COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Children’s System of Care

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors

FROM: Jeffrey S. Brown, M.P.H., M.S.W., Director of Health and Human Services
Richard S. Knecht, Director of Children's System of Care

DATE: April 8, 2014

SUBJECT: Change Order for Blanket Purchase Order No. BP020663 with Valley Toxicology for
Specimen Collection and Drug Testing Services

ACTION REQUESTED:

1. Approve a change order to Blanket Purchase Order BP020663 with Valley Toxicology to increase the
maximum amount $115,000 ($26,450 net County cost), for a revised total of $265,000 for the period
of August 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014 and authorize the Purchasing Manager to sign the resulting
change order.

BACKGROUND:

Valley Toxicology provides specimen collection and drug festing for parents receiving child welfare
services and for adults in care and treatment with Placer County Adult System of Care. Parental
substance abuse is a prevailing factor in the preponderance of referrals for suspected child abuse and
neglect and plays a major part in the cause for removal of children from their caregivers. Successful
reunification of those families depends on the ability to provide substance abuse treatment and
monitoring of alcohol and drug use as ordered by Juvenile Courts, including regular drug testing.

Since early 2012, the number of child welfare cases requiring County intervention has risen
approximately 20 percent. Staff and partners have been exiraordinarily successful in finding kinship or
temporary care settings with non-related guardians, lessening the trauma and reducing the time spent in
foster care. Notwithstanding those efforts, biological caregivers ordered by the court must generally still -
complete drug testing and treatment. This increase in dependency proceedings has resulted in an
increased demand from the courts for mandatory drug screening. Today's requested action would meet
the increased demand for the remainder of the fiscal year.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The increased expenditures in the requested action are included in the Department's FY 2013-14 Final
Budget and are funded 70 percent with Federal/State revenues, seven percent with client fees, and 23
percent with required County General Fund match.
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