
TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

County of Placer 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

KEN GREHM I STEPHANIE HOLLOWAYt~ 

NO PARKING ON MEARS DRIVE 

ACTION REQUESTED I RECOMMENDATION 

DATE: April?, 2015 

Conduct a Public Hearing and adopt an urgency Ordinance establishing parking restrictions on 
portions of Mears Drive. 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY 
Hidden Falls Regional Park was initially opened in 2006 as a 220 acre park, and has since been 
reopened in May of 2013 after undergoing a 1,000 acre expansion. Due to an increase in the 
amount of visitors to Hidden Falls Regional Park, available parking within the park property has 
been exhausted on many recent occasions thus increasing the occurrence of parked cars along 
both sides of Mears Drive. Mears Drive is a two-lane rural, county maintained roadway which 
serves adjacent large lot residential properties as well as the Hidden Falls Regional Park via 
Mears Place, a permanent road division. The roadway is approximately 20 feet in width, thus 
allowing for two way traffic with a speed limit of 30 MPH. 

Facility Services Department staff has received numerous calls from neighboring property 
owners regarding safety concerns with the occurrence of parking along Mears Drive. Many 
residents have requested the County install No Parking to eliminate overflow parking into their 
rural community. Public Works staff contacted the property owners with frontage along Mears 
Drive the week of March 6th in an effort to provide them with an opportunity to comment on a no 
parking ordinance recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. The majority of the feedback 
has been in support of a parking restriction, aside from two property owners. 

Public Works has evaluated the situation and believes that the occurrence of vehicles parked 
along Mears Drive impairs normal traffic flow and raises concern for access of emergency 
vehicles. The Department recommends that parking be restricted along Mears Drive, as outlined 
in Exhibit A, (attached). One property. frontage has been excluded from the area of the 
restriction (7710 Mears Drive) in an effort to address the property owner's desire to maintain 
roadside parking allowances. The second property owner does not have property adjacent to 
the County maintained portion of Mears Drive; therefore no additional exception to the no 
parking is proposed. Adoption of an urgency Ordinance would make the "No Parking" restriction 
effective immediately. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
This action is exempt under CEQA guidelines per Categorical Exemption Class 1 (c), Number 
18.36.030: Operation of Existing Streets and Highways. An Exemption Verification will be filed 
with the Placer County Planning Department. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
The cost to place and maintain signs and curb markings is minimal and will be absorbed by the 
Road Fund. 

Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Location Map, Ordinance with Exhibit A 
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Before the Board of Supervisors 
County of Placer, State of California 

In the matter of: AN ORDINANCE 
MODIFYING CHAPTER 10, 
SECTION 10.12.120 ESTABLISHING 
PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON MEARS DRIVE 

Ord. No:--------

First Reading: ------

The following Ordinance was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the 

County of Placer at a regular meeting held ______ by the following vote 

on roll call: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Signed and approved by me after its passage. 

Chair, Board of Supervisors 

Attest: 
Clerk of said Board 

FINDINGS OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF PLACER, STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF AN URGENCY ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 10, SECTION 10.12.120 TO ESTABLISH PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON MEARS 
DRIVE AS INDICATED ON THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT A AND BY THIS REFERENCE 
INCORPORATED HEREIN. 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF PLACER FINDS AND ORDAINS, BY 
FOUR-FIFTHS VOTE, AS FOLLOWS: 

A. Hidden Falls Regional Park was initially opened in 2006 as a 220 acre park, and has 
since been reopened in May of 2013 after undergoina a 1,000 acre expansion. Due to 
an increase in the amount of visitors to Hidden Falls Regional Park, available parking 
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within the park property has been exhausted on many recent occasions thus increasing 
the occurrence of parked cars along both sides of Mears Drive. 
Mears Drive is a two-lane rural, county maintained roadway which serves adjacent large 
lot residential properties as well as the Hidden Falls Regional Park via Mears Place, a 
permanent road division. The roadway is approximately 20 feet in width, thus allowing 
for two way traffic with a speed limit of 30 MPH. 

B. Recently, county staff has received numerous calls from neighboring property owners 
regarding safety concerns with the occurrence of parking along Mears Drive. The safety 
concern is that overflow parking on Mears Drive and the numerous pedestrians that 
come from the parked vehicles could inhibit emergency vehicles from navigating to the 
Hidden Falls Regional Park. Likewise, vehicles needing to quickly leave Hidden Falls 
Regional Park or the properties that border Mears Place and Mears Drive due to an 
emergency are inhibited from doing so because of the parked vehicles. 

C. Adoption of this Ordinance under urgency is necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public peace, health, and safety, as set forth in Government Code §25123(d), in 
order restrict parking along Mears Drive so as to provide adequate access for 
emergency vehicles to residences along Mears Drive and Mears Place and to ensure 
the safe traffic flow for all roadway users, including patrons of the Hidden Falls Regional 
Park. 
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SEC. 10.12.120 

ROAD 

Mears Drive 
(E7079) 

CHAPTER 10: VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 

LIMITATIONS IMPOSED 

LOCATION 

Mt Vernon Rd intersection with 
Mears Place, except southern 
edge from Mears Place to 260' 
east. 

Exhibit A 

RESTRICTION 

No Parking Anytime 
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