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MEMORANDUM 
DEPARTMENT OF FACILITY SERVICES 

COUNTY OF PLACER 

Honorable Board of Supervisors Date: 

Ken Grehm, Facility Services Interim Director 

July 21, 2015 

By: Kevin Bell P.E., Environmental Engineering Program Manager 

Environmental Engineering I Consultant Services Agreement I Stearns, Conrad and 
Schmidt Consulting Engineers I Organics Recycling Plan Development for Eastern 
Placer County 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Approve an Agreement with Stearns, Conrad and Schmidt Consulting Engineers, Inc, d/b/a SCS 
Engineers to evaluate organics recycling technologies and prepare an organics recycling plan for 
eastern Placer County for compliance with AB 1826, in the amount of $109,290. Funding is provided in 
the Solid Waste Funds FY 2015-16 Proposed Budget. 

BACKGROUND: In 2014 Governor Brown signed into law AB 1826, making organics (including food 
waste and green waste) recycling mandatory in the State of California. AB 1826 requires all 
jurisdictions to have an organic waste recycling plan by January 1, 2016 for large producers of 
organics and begin recycling organics for those producers by April 1, 2016. The jurisdiction's organics 
recycling program is required to include recycling services specific to organics, public education and 
outreach, and monitoring of businesses. There is an active green waste recycling program available to 
residents and businesses in eastern Placer County, but we don't currently have a food waste recycling 
program. 

Over the last two years County staff has worked with Eastern Regional Materials Recovery IT a hoe 
Truckee Sierra Disposal staff, Town of Truckee staff and local businesses to identify the need, interest 
and feasibility for food waste recycling in eastern Placer County and surrounding communities. This 
work included stakeholder meetings, visits to processing facilities, and trial food waste pilot studies. 
On February 14, 2012 your Board approved a list of prequalified consulting firms for Wastewater, 
Water/Recycled Water and Landfill Systems Consulting (RFQ No. 10133). Staff requested a work plan 
and fee estimate from five firms on the prequalified list to evaluate alternatives for the collection, 
hauling and processing of food waste, to provide a written recommendation report for organics 
recycling, and to develop an organics recycling plan for eastern Placer County in compliance with AB 
1826. Staff received three proposals, and the SCS Engineers' (SCS) work plan and cost proposal 
provided the necessary work for the best value of the proposals received. In order to proceed with the 
work, staff requests that your Board approve the Agreement with SCS. A copy of the Agreement is 
available for review at the Clerk of the Board. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE: All work required under this Agreement is categorically exempt 
from environmental review under Section 15306 of the CEQA Guidelines - Information Collection. 
Environmental analysis for any resulting organics management project will be conducted prior to 
implementation and brought back to your Board for approval, if required. 

FISCAL IMPACT: The cost of the agreement for developing an organics recycling plan is $109,290. 
Funding is available in the Solid Waste Management FY 2015-16 Proposed Budget for the Agreement 
with SCS, which is funded primarily through the Special Fee included in the garbage collection fees 
charged to customers. 

AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW AT THE CLERK OF THE BOARD'S OFFICE: AGREEMENT 

CC: COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
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