
COUNTY OF PLACER     
NEWCASTLE/OPHIR MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
175 Fulweiler Ave. 
Auburn, CA  95603 
County Contact: Administrative Aide (530) 889-4010 

APPROVED MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2014 MEETING 
OF THE 

NEWCASTLE/OPHIR MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Ophir Elementary School, 1373 Lozano Rd., Newcastle, CA 

 
Members Present  Members Absent   County Staff Present 
Karen Green   Steve Palmer    Leah Rosasco 
Elliott Rose         
Joe Irvin         
Ed Sander        County Staff Absent 
Sam Moore        Supervisor Jim Holmes 
Lowell Jarvis         
         
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 The regular meeting of the Council was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 Absent members:  Steve Palmer  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3. MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 21, 2014 MEETING WERE APPROVED AS CORRECTED: 

Page 2 - 8a.  1st Para:  “The land was donated by Gerald Sullivan” is replaced by “The land was donated 
by Jerald Salidana”. 
Page 2 - 8a.  3rd Para:  “Company has worked with county and has already gone through the 
environmental process” is replaced by “Company has worked with county and is going through the 
environmental process”. 
 Page 3 – 8a.  12th Para:   “Projected cost is $79 mil.” is replaced by “Projected cost is 1.9 mil.”  

 Motion made by Karen Green, 2nd by Joe Irvin, motion carried. 
 
4. THE SEPTEMBER 18, 2014 AGENDA WAS APPROVED 
 Motion made by Joe Irvin, 2nd by Lowell Jarvis, motion carried. 
 
5. PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS 

• California Highway Patrol:  No one in attendance 
• Newcastle Fire Department:  No one in attendance 
• Placer County Sheriff’s Department:  No one in attendance 
• Placer County Fire Department:  No one in attendance 

 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None regarding agenda items. 
 Sue Stack, Newcastle resident – There are many abandoned signs which should be taken out. 
 
7. COUNTY UPDATE:   Leah Rosasco, Aide to Supervisor Holmes, reported on the following items: 

• The 2014-15 county budget totaling $798 mil. approved.  The budget is comprised of sixteen 
different funds.  It is a large document which can be viewed on line. 

 
• September 9, 2014 - Board of Supervisors met to discuss the analysis on the criminal justice system 
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performed by an independent consultant to address some of the issues of the county jail.   
 
• August 26, 2014 – Laura’s Law - Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution authorizing 

implementation of an assisted out-patient program, giving family members power in their hands over 
their loved ones with mental illness and, when they pose danger to others, to enroll them in the 
program to prevent future tragedies. 

 
• September 23, 2014 – Items on the next Board of Supervisors meeting:  Costco moving ahead with 

the lease, the Senior Center relocation and the doling out of funds. 
 
8. Informational Non-Action Items: 
   

a) Brown Act Primer 
The Ralph M. Brown Act was passed in 1953 and governs the meeting noticing and procedures of all 
Placer County Municipal Advisory Councils.  Placer County Counsel’s Office will present an 
overview of the Brown Act and a discussion of common compliance pitfalls and challenges. 
Presenter:  Karin Schwab, Placer County Counsel’s Office.  
 
Under the Brown Act, a meeting is a congregation of a majority of the members of a body at the 
same time and place to hear, discuss or deliberate on any issue under the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the body. 
 
Law has not changed a lot, but present day technology has made it more challenging to define what 
constitutes a meeting.  It is a MAC meeting if the members are going to talk/discuss about MAC 
business.  It is a meeting, if some MAC members are going to dinner after a MAC meeting to 
discuss about consensus of strategy.  It is a meeting if board members get together with intent to 
speak on issues as a MAC and the meeting has a quorum. 
 
 “Serial Meetings” and “Spoke Meetings” are prohibited.  These meetings are those conducted 
through direct communications, intermediaries, or technological devices, emails/phone calls, for the 
purpose of developing a concurrence as to action to be taken.  
 
Informal sessions or conferences of the MAC members designed for discussion of public business is 
a “meeting” under the Brown Act. 
 
If a majority of the MAC members gather in the field to gather information and/or discuss public 
business, it is a “meeting” under the Brown Act. 
 
Social gatherings or conference open to the public that involve issues of interest to the public or to 
public agencies are not “meetings”, provided the majority of the members of the MAC do not 
discuss amongst themselves, other than as a part of the scheduled program, any issues of a specific 
nature which are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the MAC. 
 
A common pitfall:  A MAC cannot make a recommendation to the Board if the item is classified as 
"Informational Item” and it cannot be changed to “Action Item” at same meeting.  But the MAC can 
make motion to move it to “Action Item” at a future meeting.  And the opposite is also true:  If item 
listed/posted on agenda as “Action Item”, it cannot be switched to “Informational Item” at the same 
meeting.  MAC has to postpone it to next meeting to change it to “Informational Item”. 
 
The public has the right to provide testimony at any regular or special meeting on any subject which 
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will be considered by the MAC.   
 
No meeting or function can be conducted in any facility where racial or other discrimination is 
practiced, or inaccessible to disabled persons or where the public must pay to attend.  Personal, 
verbal or physical attacks on individual are not tolerated and people creating a disturbance may be 
asked to leave the meeting. 
 
MAC needs to be careful about quorums.   A quorum is a majority of the total members of the MAC.  
Only one action can be taken:  To adjourn for lack of quorum.  It is simply better to end the meeting, 
even if some of the public stays on.  Even Information Items cannot be discussed. 
If at the beginning of the meeting there is a quorum, but later on, some members have to leave, you 
cannot have a quorum. 
 
MAC cannot consider an item if it is not on its meeting agenda, unless the body determines the 
matter constitutes an emergency. 
 
Meeting Agenda has to be posted in accessible place and on the MAC website. 
 
An action taken at a meeting in violation of the Brown Act renders that action null and void. 
An action taken at a meeting in violation of the Brown Act is subject to criminal or civil liability. 
 
There are civil and criminal penalties for violations which can be levied against each member of the 
body who attends a meeting where action is taken in violation of the Brown Act. 
 
For more information, visit the website:  http:/ag.ca.gov/publications/2003 intro brown act.pdf 
 

 b)  Overview of the Placer County Older Adult Advisory Committee  
The Chair of the Older Adult Advisory Committee will provide an overview on the activities of the 
committee.  The presentation will also include a discussion of the older adult population projections and 
implications thereof, as well as how the general public as well as the committee can get involved with 
issues affecting older adults. 
Presenter:  Eldon Luce, Chair, Older Adult Advisory Committee 
 
Mr. Luce previously was involved with Adult Disabilities Services for 33 years, and in his last position, 
managed all disabilities for Placer County.  Currently retired, he is now the Chair of the Committee, 
which is comprised of 19 members.   
 
The Committee is very concerned about the phenomenal growth of the older population upcoming 
impact now and in the new future on all services, health, economic and medical services.  The rapid 
growth is primarily due to the natural aging of the Boomers’ generation and the population’s natural 
aging. 
 
Following is data from Area 4 on Aging Report 2008 and Placer Economic Demographic Profile report 
2009. 
 

• 60 and older population will nearly triple between 2000 and 2040. 
• Five-fold increase in the 85+ population between 2000 and 2040. 
• Number of people 100 and older will increase by a factor of fifteen by 2040. 
• Most Baby Boomers (54%) will live to age 85, and 21% will live to age 95. 
• Growth in older population accompanied by proportional growth in number of persons with 
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disabilities, and near tripling of older persons with functional limitations. 
• Placer County may have as many as 25,000 people with Alzheimer’s disease. 
• Diabetes and Obesity expected to increase nationwide. 

 
Recent recession also factor in older people being forced out of their own homes.  Many lost their homes 
due to misunderstanding about how to keep their places.  Greatest fear of the elderly is being taken out 
of their homes and put away in nursing homes.  5 million risk hunger in our country and 39% of the over 
60 population is food deprived. 
 
There is a need for lawmakers to think and plan ahead, to make decisions based on the understanding 
and consideration of how this unprecedented growth will affect our system.  First Responders, Fire and 
Police, are already impacted, as are medical services and transportation services. 
 
We need to give older adults a voice in government.  Seniors First is one of the organizations helping 
seniors with locating and providing needed services such as transportation and referrals.   Pamphlets, 
done by Kaiser, list available services and contact information available to seniors.   Member of the 
MAC are encouraged to distribute these pamphlets and to contact Eldon Luce should they need more.  

 
9. Action Items:  None 

 
10. MAC Member reports and Correspondence:  None 

 
11. The next scheduled MAC meeting is Thursday, October 16, 2014. 
 
11. Meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 
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