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STATEOQF CALIFORNIA-—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY.

EDMUND G, BROWN Jr., Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
703 B STREET

MARYSVILLE, CA 95901

PHONE (530) 741-4004

FAX (530) 741-5346

TTY 711

December 27, 2012

Ms. Maywan Krach

County of Placer

Community Development Resource Agency
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190
Auburn, CA 93603

Flex your power!
Be energy efficient!

032012-PLA-0072
03-PLA-Var/PM Var

Landscape Design Guidelines — Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND)

Dear Ms. Krach:

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the application
review process for the project referenced above. The proposed Landscape Design Guidelines
(Guidelines) will apply to all new developments and substantial site alterations that require
discretionary approvals. The Guidelines will establish design expectations for new development
based on County goals, policies, and objectives. This project encompasses all of Placer County. The

following comments are based on the IS/ND.

Landscape Design Guidelines

Page 4: General Landscape Design Standards and Guidelines for Sites - Regarding the placement of

trees, we request setbacks from walls, fences, ditches, swales, or drainage facilities be added to item #7.
This section also states that setbacks may be decreased by two feet. We recommend that this not be
included, as decreasing the setback may add safety challenges to maintenance activities by increasing

exposure to traffic.

Page 4: General Landscape Design Standards and Guidelines for Sites - Regarding item #9 (tree
canopies) - we recommend that potential conflicts with existing signage be considered.

Page 14: Neighborhood Entries - The fifth bullet in the Entry Features section discusses median planting
and detriment to traffic safety. Safety is a major concern, especially worker safety and our maintenance
crews. To protect our maintenance crews, planting should not occur in narrow areas where exposure to

fraffic is increased.

“Caltrans improves mobility acioss California”

ATTACHMENT 4
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From: Chiristopher Schmidt

To: "Chuck-Muriel Davis";

LoloH Maywan Krach;

Subject: RE: NegDec for Landscape Design Guidelines project
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 10:45:24 AM

Yes- that is our old, ugly guideline document. This new one is pretty much a
cleanup with some new discussions on water efficient landscaping, fire safe
clearance, low-impact design (bioswales, etc), maintenance, parking lot shading,
and better examples of “good” design.

We are hoping to do a workshop at the Planning Commission to introduce the new
guidelines soon- possibly in January but we may get bumped for other projects
that are more time sensitive.

From: Chuck-Muriel Davis [ mailto:chamdavis@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 10:14 AM

“To: Christopher Schmidt

Cc: Maywan Krach

Subject: NegDec for Landscape Design Guidelines project

RE: Landscape Design Guidelines (PCPJ 20120313)

Good Morning Chris,

Is this the link to the current county Landscape Design Guidelines?
http://imwww.placer.ca.gov/Departments/CommunityDevelopment/Eng/~/media/cdr/
Planning/documents/DesignGuides/LandscapeDesignGuidelines.ashx

Please...how can | find out what the changes are to the Placer County Landscape
Design Guidelines? The new guidelines document is nicer looking, but is the
content different than in the current guidelines?

Here is what | have for the link to the negdec:
http://iwww.placer.ca.gov/Departments/CommunityDevelopment/EnvCoordSves/~/
media/cdr/ECS/NegDec/LandscapeDesign.ashx

Please add me to the contact list for when this MND goes to the PC.

Thanks,
Muriel Davis
11/30/12
916-663-4123



Ms. Maywan Krach/County of Placer Community Development Resource Agency
December 27, 2012
Page 2

Placer County may be interested in referencing the Caltrans Plant Setback and Spacing Guide. 1t is
available at the following web address:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/Land Arch/policy/pdf/PltSpcGuideEng pdf

Please provide our office with copies of any further actions regarding this project. We would
appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on any changes related to this development.

If you have any questions regarding these comments or require additional information, please contact
Josh Pulverman, Intergovernmental Coordinator for Placer County, at 530-634-7612 or by email at:
josh_pulverman@dot.ca.gov

Si cerely,

[
GW @(F@&Qw\f

Office o Transportatlon Planning — North

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”



